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San Francisco Convention 


Prays for Dr. Grumm 


“ _. In Thy wise providence Thou hast permitted serious 
illness to befall him. . . . We realize it is in Thy power to heal and 
restore to health. For this we plead if it be Thy gracious will... . 

Delegates and visitors made this their petition as Dr. John W. 
Behnken, President of the Missouri Synod, on June 17 led the 
San Francisco convention in intercessory prayer for First Vice- 
President Arnold H. Grumm. 

“ If Thou dost want to call him home, grant him, we pray 
Thee, continued trust and confidence in Thee. Alleviate his pain 
and suffering. .. . We commend him entirely to Thy faithful care 
and are bold to ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

Many in the praying throng lingered at the Throne of Grace 
to add their “Yea, yea, it shall be so.” 

Earlier Dr. Behnken had read a letter in which Synod’s second- 
ranking official made public the reason for his absence from a con- 
vention to which he looked forward with “keen expectation,” 
especially also because California Concordia College of Oakland 
was his first alma mater. 

“However,” the letter stated, “the Lord, my Father, who 
directs all the plans of His children for good, said to me un- 
mistakably, ‘No, not San Francisco this time!’ 

“And what He says and does is good, for as He gave me 
a cross, He also turned it into a crown through the power of my 
crucified and risen Lord, through whom I can be more than 
conqueror.” 

On May 4, Dr. Grumm explained, after “a battery of tests 
which at the beginning were consistently negative,” he learned 
from his physician that X rays “now definitely revealed to him 
and his assistants that I had lung cancer.” 

President Behnken, the District Presidents, and the Board of 
Directors were immediately notified of his illness, he said, and 
“now I am officially informing you.” 

Declaring that he has “no regrets,” the First Vice-President 
expressed “his deep joy” that he was permitted to serve the Lord 
in the office his church asked him to assume. 

“Where I may have failed,” he added, “I ask your forgiveness, 
as Christ has forgiven me; where I was able to serve well, I want 
you to join me in thanking God’s grace for that.” 

Dr. Grumm concluded his letter with the prayer that the 
Lord of the church, “who picks His workers as He pleases, may 
give you such leaders as He desires at this convention. 

“May He give you a blessed convention out of which shall go 
forward a church that is strong because it holds wholeheartedly 
to Sola Scriptura, Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, and a church that thus 
fully equipped is ready to move forward with Christ.” 

Dr. Behnken prefaced his prayer with a tribute to his friend 
and co-worker. “I know God endowed him with excellent gifts,” 
the President said. “I know also that he placed these gifts at the 
foot of the Cross. 

“He knew what it means to be bought with a price. He knew 
that we should not live unto ourselves but unto Him who lived 
and died and rose again. 

“I want all of you to join in thanking God for the fact that 
Dr. Grumm rendered service to our Synod and that even at this 
time he has our Synod at heart and is praying for us.” 

When Synod’s First Vice-President learned the nature of his 
illness, Dr. Behnken told the convention, “he received the sad 
news as only a child of God can receive it.” 

In expressing his feelings, Dr. Behnken continued, “Vice- 
President Grumm said: ‘I appreciate God’s marvelous grace in my 
life and thank Him for permitting me to serve as best I could. 
There is so much for which to be thankful. Really I can see only 
reasons for gratitude.’ ” 
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NINTH TERM FOR PRESIDENT BEHNKEN; 
ELECTED ON FOURTH BALLOT 


Dr. John W. Behnken, by a 377—311 
te on the fourth ballot, was elected by 
e San Francisco convention to his 
nth consecutive three-year term as 
esident of The Lutheran Church — 
issouri Synod. 

Asked in a special press conference 
mediately after his return to office 
ww he interpreted the election, Dr, 
shnken said, “Merely as a mandate to 
mtinued service in the Savior’s cause, 
ch as I tried to do in my past terms 
Office.” 

In the primary election the 75-year- 
d churchman received 404 votes, or 
% of the 739 ballots cast. (To be 
ected on the nominating ballot, a can- 
date must have a 75% majority.) 
Also nominated in the primary elec- 
m were Dr. Oliver Harms, Houston, 
x. (103), Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, 
ew York City (67), Dr. Roland Wie- 
raenders, Corpus Christi, Tex. (25), 
id Rev. W. Harry Krieger, Traverse 
ity, Mich. (22). Their names and 
at of Dr. Behnken were placed on the 
st ballot for the office of President, 
id they remained in the same order 
roughout the election. 

In addition to the top five nominees, 
| men received one or more votes. 
On the first ballot for the office of 
esident, Dr. Behnken’s margin dwin- 
ed as the other candidates gained vot- 
g strength. This pattern continued on 
e second ballot, as votes for the fifth- 
ace candidate were spread among the 
yminees in second, third, and fourth 
sitions. 


(“If no candidate receives a majority 
vote on the first ballot, the name of the 
candidate who receives the smallest 
number of votes shall be stricken from 
the list, and a new ballot shall be taken. 
This procedure shall be continued until 
one candidate has received a majority of 
the votes cast.” Handbook 2.133) 

Only a few votes kept Dr. Behnken 
from attaining a majority on the third 
ballot, while the two remaining candi- 
dates showed gains. With the contest 
narrowed down to the incumbent and 
Fourth Vice-President Harms, Dr. 
Behnken was elected on the fourth 
ballot. 

“Thank you,” said the President after 
he was declared elected. “It humbles me 
greatly to think that for the ninth term 
you have asked me to serve in what 
some call the highest honor a conven- 
tion can bestow. | feel differently. You 
have honored me with the privilege of 
serving you.” 

Dr. Behnken, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Houston, Tex., 1908—35, has 
served the church in an official capacity 
since 1920, when he became Vice-Pres- 
ident of the Texas District. In 1926 he 
was elected to the District Presidency. 
After serving as Second and First Vice- 
President of Synod, he was elected to 
head the church body in 1935. 

His predecessors in office were Dr. 
C. F. W. Walther (1847—50; and 1864 
to 1878), Dr. F. C. D. Wyneken (1850 
to 1864), Dr. H. C. Schwan (1878 to 
1899), Dr. Franz Pieper (1899—1911), 
and Dr. F. Pfotenhauer (1911—35). 


News of the Church in the World 


2,363 Receive Communion 
At Opening Service 


In the opening service of Synod’s 
44th regular convention, held June 17 
in the San Francisco Civic Auditorium, 
2,363 delegates and visitors received 
Holy Communion. 

More than 3,500 attended the serv- 
ice, which began at 10. A. M. and con- 
cludedsate Is 555 iPaMe 

California and Nevada District Pres- 
ident Arthur C. Nitz, pastor of the host 
church, St. Paulus of San Francisco, 
served as liturgist and celebrant. 

After the consecration at the main 
altar on the stage, 12 assisting clergy- 
men and six servers carried the elements 
to six altars on the floor of the audi- 
torium. A corps of ushers led the com- 
municants to the altars, where some 95 
were served at one time. 

The confessional address was given by 
Dr. Clemens E. Hoopmann, Glandore, 
South Australia, President of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of Australia. 
Fourth Vice-President Oliver R. Harms 
preached the sermon. (See page 5.) 

All the assisting clergy were pastors 
of St. Paulus’ daughter congregations, 
District officers, or members of families 
whose names were intimately connected 
with the history of the century-old Cal- 
ifornia and Nevada District. 

Prof. Hugo J. Gehrke of California 
Concordia College, Oakland, led a 50- 
voice choir recruited from Bay Area 
churches. The organist was Ralph W. 
Fiedler of Denver, former organist of 
St. Paulus Congregation, mother church 
of Missouri Synod Lutheranism on the 
West Coast. 
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Telegram from President Eisenhower 


UNE 17, 1959, THE WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
0 DR. JOHN W. BEHNKEN, PRESIDENT, THE LUTHERAN CHURCH--MISSOURI SYNOD 
IVIC AUDITORIUM, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


IT IS A PLEASURE TO SEND GREETINGS TO THE DELEGATES ATTENDING THE 44TH TRIENNIAL 
INVENTION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH--MISSOURI SYNOD. 
YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD'S NEEDS AND YOUR CONCERN FOR THE WELFARE OF MANKIND 


IVE YOUR DISCUSSIONS AN IMMEDIATE RELEVANCY. 


INGER BE CALLED "FOREIGN." 
IMMUNITY. 


I AM DELIGHTED TO ADD MY BEST WISHES FOR 


NE 30, 1959 


THE AFFAIRS OF THIS WORLD CAN NO 


THEY ARE PART OF THE LOCAL AFFAIRS OF EVERY AMERICAN 
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FACH CITIZEN MUST FEEL AN ACTIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEM. 
A FINE CONVENTION. 
SIGNED, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 


it News of the Church in the World 


Lutheran Church — 
Canada Receives Charter 


A bill granting a charter to the fed- 
eration of Synodical Conference Lu- 
theran churches in Canada was passed 
by the Dominion Parliament in May. 
Official name of the new organization 
is: Lutheran Church — Canada. The 
bill gives authority to transact business 
as a nonprofit corporation throughout 
the Dominion. 

The Lutheran Church — Canada 
held its first convention in September 
1958. Districts of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod represented 
by delegates were: Ontario, Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan, Alberta and British 
Columbia, and the congregations in 
Canada of the English District. All 
Canadian congregations of the Synodi- 
cal Conference are eligible for mem- 
bership. 

“The granting of the charter,” Dr. 
Albert H. Schwermann of Edmonton, 
LCC President, reports to the WITNESs, 
“in no way changes the relationship to 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. Each District and each congre- 
gation is still a member of the Missouri 
Synod, exactly as it was before.” 

The Lutheran Church — Canada 
brings the congregations in Canada to- 
gether into one organization which can 
represent them in matters that require 
joint action in Canada. It appoints 
representatives to national committees 


And God saw everything that He 
had made, and, behold, it was very 
good. Genesis 1:31 


THE CREATION 


The world finds itself consumed 
by hate and war and intrigue because 
it will not let the Father be — the 
Giver. “Deus Donor” was the way 
in which the ancient church knew 
God the Father. He was for them 
“the Giver of every good and perfect 
gift.” They knew there was no wealth 
unless it came from Him. Gold and 
silver and precious stones, their cat- 
tle and their fields — they could not 
find a single thing which was not His. 

The six-pointed, or Creator’s star, 
sometimes known as “the shield of 
David” and abused as a stigma sign 


ee ee Se ee 


recognized by the government (radio, 
TV, Armed Services) and in general 
deals with problems which are national 
in character and common to all con- 
gregations of the Canadian Districts. 


Probe Mission Possibilities 
Of Christians Abroad 


An Institute on Overseas Church- 
manship, sponsored by the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
to discuss the ramifications of Chris- 
tian work abroad, was held recently at 
Stony Point, N. Y. The institute was 
designed for Christian laymen planning 
to live overseas, for service agencies, 
and for pastors concerned with church 
members overseas. 

Ferd E. Gast, Assistant for Civilians 
Overseas, represented the Missouri 
Synod’s Armed Services Commission, 
which estimates that 22,000 members 
of Synod are stationed overseas as mil- 
itary servicemen or dependents or as 
civilians employed by the government 
or business firms. 

In attempting to arrive at some con- 
crete suggestions, the institute explored 
seven basic questions: 


1. What is the uniqueness of the 
Christian faith? 


2. What are our beliefs as Christians 
about the worth and dignity of man 
wherever he may be found? 


y Opristian ey ymbols 


for the Jews during the fateful Nazi 
regime, is really the combination of 
two triangles — one pointing up and 
one pointing down. It was a sign, 
originally, of the blessed Holy Trin- 
ity eternally in heaven, now mani- 
festing itself on earth. The order, 
the duty, the will, and the joy of 
service which had been from eternity 
the very essence of heaven, should 
now be the essence and the order of 
life on earth. 

It is the Triune God’s order that 
created our days, weeks, months, and 
years, our sun by day and our moon 
by night. It is the Almighty’s power 
that holds our world serenely in its 
place among the other suns and stars 
of His vast universe. 

Luther immediately brought all of 
this tremendous, almost incompre- 
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hensible power down to the place 
where you and I can understand it: 
“He has made ME and all crea- 
tures — ME, with a body and 
soul — given ME all that I have.” 


to recapture some sense of the splen- 
dor and the greatness of God’s crea- 
tion. 
your acknowledgment of all that 
power and love and beauty which is 
the creation when you live and act 
and are a child of God, the Father- 
Creator, the God-Giver, the eternal 
Preserver and Protector. 
is real only when you and I live as 
though we never wanted to know 
anything better or more fully than 
this, that God is my Father. 


3. How do these beliefs affect oul 
relationships with those with whom wy 


shall work and live overseas? 

4, What should be the churchman’) 
motivations and objectives as he take? 
up residence and work in other area 
of the world? 

5. What are some of the tension 
problems, dilemmas the Christian will 
face in his relationships with others? 

6. How can a Christian make an in} 
telligent witness in everyday relation) 
ships and personal associations wit 
people he lives with overseas? 

7. On what resources can he dra 
in order to make effective witness? 


In seven all-day sessions institute 
members discussed population pattern 
alien culture patterns, the church in 
international affairs, cultural empathy; 
major world religions, the Christiar 
faith, the industrial revolution in Asia’ 
government exchange programs, Chris) 
tian resources, and the meaning of mis3 
sions. 

Synod’s Commission, in order te 
minister to civilians overseas and trair 
them to witness, needs their addresses 
These, when sent to the Washingtor 
office by home congregations, are for- 
warded to the nearest Missouri Synoc 
chaplain or contact pastor. Each month 
devotional literature is mailed to them: 

Ultimately it is hoped that such peo 
ple can be briefed on Christian respons 
sibility before going overseas. 


The summertime is a great time 


But never forget, you show 


Creation 


+ tt +t +t + + + + 


ADALBERT R. KRETZMANN 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


?XCERPTS FROM 


Jeclaring God's Glory to the Nations 


Sermon Preached by Fourth Vice-President Oliver R. Harms at the Opening Service 


of the 44th Synodical Convention in San Francisco, Calif., June 17 


‘Text: “Declare His glory among the heathen, His wonders among all people,."’ (Psalm 96:3) 


A century of grace has been the 
sperience of the members of our 
aurch in California. The founders of 
ie church here and the forefathers of 
le many who later established the 
ork of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
yuri Synod in California looked to 
rod for their help and their strength. 

We can imagine the feeling that 
ame often in difficult times. When 
1e need for workers arose, the cry for 
elp had to go a long, long way. 

Today the problem of the church is 
irgely that of a century ago. Here in 
alifornia there is a constant need for 
lore workers in our churches and 
shools. 

Work in the church is going at a fast 
ace. And it is up to us to meet the 
nallenges. God is calling us to be up 
nd doing for Him and for the benefit 
f the souls of men. 

As we begin the great work that is 
one by a synodical convention, let 
ach of us realize how important it is 
y assume our individual task of mak- 
ig this a convention that will bring 
ito being great and wonderful things 
one to the glory of God’s name and 
yr the ingathering of many souls. 

In grateful recognition to God for 
1 His marvelous blessings, let us con- 
der the challenge of the text, the mis- 
on theme for this convention. 


Excellent Motivation 


We have in our text God’s call to do 
lission work, to declare His name to 
il the world. This text is taken from 
one of the noble psalms, which antic- 
yates and predicts the conversion of 
1e elect in all the nations.” For God 
as His people the world over. There 
re those in every generation who shall 
2 brought to Him and shall confess 
\eir sins and believe in Him. 

God has in the past 12 or 13 years 
dus in a most wonderful way, en- 
rging the number of places in the 
orld where we preach the Gospel of 
sus Christ. God opened door upon 
oor for us during these years. 

The call to missionary work is fre- 
uent in the Old Testament. In the 
‘ew Testament this call rings out in 
.e familiar words of our Savior: “Go 
> and teach all nations.” 
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The Lord not only commands us to 
go and teach His Word but has also 
promised that His blessings will attend 
all that we do, as we read in Psalm 2:8 
and Isaiah 2:2. There is the blessing 
of the New Testament church: a con- 
gregation of thousands in Jerusalem, 
congregations throughout Asia Minor, 
years later a marvelous turning to God 
in the land of the Reformation. And 
take our own church — what wonders 
has God wrought in us and through us! 
These blessings of the past should be 
a tremendous motivation to declare 
God’s glory all over the world. 

What motivation we have in the 
person and the work of our Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself! He said that He came 
to seek and to save them that are lost. 


What greater motivation could we 
have to declare the glory and wonders 
of God among all nations? As long as 
there are fields to conquer, as long as 
there are souls to save, so long ought 
we to move forward to every possible 
field. The delegates to this convention 
must remember that declaring God’s 
glory to the heathen and His wonders 
to all people means that we first of all 
as individuals will do all with our 
whole being to bring the Lord Jesus 
and His message to many people. 


Wonderful Means 


If motivation were all that we have, 
we would still not be able to do the 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
need more. And we have more. Along 
with the call to declare His glory among 
the heathen, God gives us not only 
great motivation; He gives also means 
— His Word, the Bible — through 
which we can declare His glory. 

To continue to prosper, a church 
body must accept the Bible as the Word 
of God from beginning to end. 
A church must say that the Bible is 
the Word of God; a church must hold 
that the Bible is verbally inspired, com- 
pletely and totally in every respect the 
Word of God, the truth that makes us 
iiee: 

What a wonderful thing we have in 
the Bible! Here we have the whole 
story of salvation. From the first to 
the last book we have one and the same 
truth regarding our salvation. Nowhere 
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Dr. Oliver Harms 


else could we find such truth but in the 
Bible alone. 


What does this message say to us 
today? Does it say that we must ac- 
complish many things through our 
work, through the work of men’s hands? 
The Bible says, “By grace are ye saved.” 
Grace alone is the way in which we 
can stand before God. The psalmist 
says, “Declare His glory among the 
nations.” And what will we say? Is it 
possible that we would say that man 
must assist in his conversion, that man 
must make a decision on his own? 
There is but one message able to bring 
life to the dead — the message of grace. 


Our approach to all of God’s bless- 
ings must be made in humble submis- 
sion to God’s gracious will. We say 
that we stand on Scripture alone. How 
can we do otherwise than pore over the 
Scriptures in search of the truths we 
need for eternal life? That man is 
saved by grace through faith in Christ 
is the only  soul-saving doctrine. 
Through the preaching of grace comes 
faith. 

Faith is the key to happiness. Faith 
that embraces Jesus Christ is the faith 
that saves. Nothing else will do. 

How we should thank God for His 
revelation to us! But we ought also to 
pause to acknowledge our sinfulness 
and wretchedness. Then, remembering 
our message of salvation, we should 
rejoice in the forgiveness which is ours 
in Christ. 

And when Christ is in our heart, we 
ask: Are there worlds to conquer for 
Him? Are there places where the Sav- 
ior is not known? 

We look ahead to the convention 
program and see tremendous requests. 
How shall we face them? Shall we 
resolve to declare His glory among the 
heathen? Or shall we permit lagging 
budgets to interfere in the promotion 
of this work? 

We will at this convention set the 
pattern which may affect the work for 
30 years. 

Look to the Cross of Christ, and let 
His open tomb, the assurance of our 
resurrection, be a constant motivation 
for declaring the glory of God to the 
nations. 


Two Lessons 


Of ‘Tremendous Importancé 


Presidential Address Delivered by President John W. Behnken at the Opening Session of 
the 44th Synodical Convention in San Francisco, Calif., June 17, 1959 


TExT: “Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing and cry 


aloud, thou that didst not travail with child! For more are the children of the desolate 


than the children of the married wife, saith the Lord. Enlarge the place of thy tek 
and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations; spare not, lengthen thy car 
(Isaiah 54:1, 2) 


and strengthen thy stakes.” 


Christ’s great commission has ever 
moved God’s people to venture great 
things for Him. It is the reason why 
we have gathered from many parts of 
the world for this convention. Under 
the gracious guidance of the Holy Spirit 
permit me to set forth briefly: 


Two Lessons of Tremendous 
Importance for Our 
Convention Business 


Lengthen thy cords 


The Holy Spirit granted unto Isaiah 
a beautiful prophetic view of the 
church’s marvelous growth. He calls 
upon the barren woman to break forth 
into singing because the children of the 
desolate are more than the children of 
the married wife. He explains this ex- 
ceptional growth in the words: “For 
thou shalt break forth on the right hand 
and on the left; and thy seed shall in- 
herit the Gentiles and make the desolate 
cities to be inhabited.” God revealed to 
His prophets that the approaching phe- 
nomenal outreach of the Gospel would 
bring astounding numbers of Gentiles 
into God’s family. 

The prophet speaks of the church as 
a tent. When he realizes what phe- 
nomenal growth lies ahead, he urges: 
“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let 
them stretch forth the curtains of thine 
habitation.” He was very insistent, say- 
ing: “Spare not.” They should not hesi- 
tate in the least but should build larger. 
For that reason he added: “Lengthen 
thy cords.” 

“Lengthen thy cords” is precisely the 
exhortation which God addresses to 
every one of us. In His boundless grace 
God brought us to faith in Christ, our 
only Hope of salvation. He has made 
us members of the body of Christ. As 
such we must function. We are not 
withered limbs, nor are we paralyzed 
members of Christ’s body. Through us 
pulsates the life-giving energy which 
Christ, the Head, supplies to every 
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member. This constrains us to take an 
active interest in the advancement of 
our Savior’s cause. Eagerly we must 
bear witness unto Christ both at home 
and abroad, even unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth. The ever-increasing, 
overwhelming numbers of heathen peo- 
ple should startle us and arouse us to 
more intensive efforts to bring more of 
them under God’s tent. Hence we must 
enlarge the place of the tent, we must 
stretch forth the curtains, we must 
lengthen the cords. We have no alter- 
native. 
Strengthen thy stakes 


When you erect a tent, it is of utmost 
importance to have strong stakes and 
to drive them securely into the ground. 
This applies also to our work for Christ. 
The Savior has given us definite instruc- 
tion for this work in words which 
brook no misunderstanding: “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature.” We Christians 
have the express command to bring 
to alarmed and terrified sinners the 
good news of God’s grace in Christ 
Jesus. There dare not be any watering 
down of the message that we receive 
forgiveness of sin and are restored to 
peace with God solely by God’s grace, 
for Christ’s sake, through faith. When 
modern pulpiteers mislead people with 
sophistry, rationalism, or even with 
mere ethics and morality, we must be- 
come all the more courageous and insist 
on driving God’s stakes ever deeper. 
Without equivocation we must tell 
a dying world: “God was in Christ, rec- 
onciling the world unto Himself.” “God 
made Him to be sin for us who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him.” 


But Jesus also stated in unmistakable 
words: “Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded.” 
Read this command alongside of other 
clear-cut statements which fell from His 
lips, and you must come to the convic- 
tion that Christ was vitally concerned 
about pure, unadulterated doctrine. 
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Hence you and I must insist on tru 
doctrine. We must drive the stake 
supporting God’s tent ever deeper intt 
the divinely inspired and inerrant Wor 
of God. 


We are living in a day when man 
congregations are highly interested ii 
erecting beautiful church edifices. Beau 
tiful church buildings serve a good pur 
pose if at the same time the congregay 
tion remembers the strengthening of th) 
stakes. The greatest beauty of am 
house of God must ever be that God” 
Word be preached in all its fullness, al 
its sweetness, and all its purity. Thae 
strengthens the stakes. 


We are living in a day when much at 
tention is given to liturgy. Whateve 
proper form of worship the congregas 
tion may introduce, the thing of pri 
mary importance must be true preac 
ing. There must be thorough indocs 
trination of God’s people in God’s hol 
Word that they may grow in grace ana 
in the knowledge of their Lord ana 
Savior Jesus Christ. That strengthen) 
the stakes. 


Within recent years our Synod hai 
stressed the acquisition of beautifui 
campuses and the erection of beautifu: 
up-to-date buildings. That is all wel! 
and good if at the same time we do no: 
neglect the lengthening of the cords ir 
the area of missions. However, faa 
more important than buildings is the 
continued emphasis on sound, orthodox 
professors who will train sound, solid! 
conservative pastors, teachers, and mis. 
sionaries who will love Holy Scriptures 
as the inspired and inerrant Word oi 
God and our Lutheran Confessions a: 
correct interpretations of Holy Writ 
That strengthens the stakes. 


Brethren, as we address ourselves tc 
the many momentous issues of this con. 
vention, may the Holy Spirit guide anc 
direct us in all we think and say anc 
resolve. To that end may we listen a: 
He says to us: “Lengthen thy cords anc 
strengthen thy stakes.” Amen. 
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tXCERPTS FROM 


resident Behnken’s Triennial Report 


‘Humbly and gratefully we acknowl- 
lige that God has graciously and 
yundantly blessed our Synod during 
€ past three years. His mercies never 
iled us. 

The committees of the Synodical 
onference made progress in their ef- 
rts to improve the relations which, 
I reported at the 1956 St. Paul con- 
ntion, had become strained. We pray 
at God may continue to bestow His 
essings on the important work of this 
ymmittee. 

During the past triennium your Pres- 
ent or one of the Vice-Presidents at- 
nded 31 meetings of Electoral Col- 
ges for the election of professors at 
Ir seminaries and colleges. The num- 
r of such meetings is growing as 
rollments of students increase, neces- 
ating larger faculties. 

During the past triennium Synod’s 
yard of Directors met regularly. At 
le meeting each year a joint session 
as arranged with the Board of Trus- 
es of Valparaiso University, twice at 
alparaiso and once in St. Louis. 
embers of the Board of Directors 
end around 400 hours in meetings 
ring a triennium. Each member de- 
tes many additional hours and days 
the work of Synod. 

Your President accepted the invita- 
ym of the Finnish National Church 
preach on the occasion of its 60th 
miversary on June 29, 1958. Prac- 
sally every one of the Finnish brethren 
ceived his theological training at one 
our seminaries. 


LWF 


The Lutheran World Federation had 
vited 15 of our Synod to attend its 
sembly in Minneapolis Aug. 15—20, 
57. We accepted this invitation. 
nce a confessional statement was to 
prepared presenting the Lutheran 
sition, on the basis of Holy Writ and 
e Lutheran Confessions, on a number 
issues under the general topic “Christ 
ees and Unites,” our men, assigned 
various sectional meetings, had op- 
rtunity to speak and to bear witness. 
e final statement was not adopted, 
t it was decided to present it to the 
urches and congregations for study. 
Your Committee on Doctrinal Unity 
d the Praesidium prepared a guide- 
e for all pastors, teachers, and con- 
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ferences. Unfortunately, endorsement 
was impossible. The theses which were 
prepared do not present clear-cut Scrip- 
tural statements on such important 
issues as the Word, the Lord’s Supper, 
the total depravity of man, etc. We 
may well expect sharp controversies on 
these important issues. Scriptural doc- 
trine must be set forth in unmistakable 
and uncompromising language. This is 
true especially of official documents. 

When the officials of the LWF in- 
vited representatives of our Synod to 
a meeting of its Commission on Theol- 
ogy for the purpose of discussing “the 
points in question” re our nonmem- 
bership, your President and the Com- 
mittee on Doctrinal Unity, in accord 
with Synod’s resolution, requested Drs. 
Paul M. Bretscher and Alfred O. Fuer- 
bringer to represent us at Oslo, Norway, 
in August 1958. Dr. Matthias Schulz 
was asked to represent our sister 
churches in Europe. These men were 
given every opportunity to take an ac- 
tive part in the discussions. Their re- 
port is summarized in our book of 
Reports and Memorials. For 1959 we 
have no invitation to send representa- 
tives to a meeting of the Commission 
on Theology, but likely we shall be 
asked to send representatives to the 
1960 meeting of said commission. 


Lutheran Union 


The National Lutheran Council in 
the process of reorganization invited us 
to an exploratory meeting. After much 
discussion we declined the invitation. 
In his letter your President made the 
mistake of writing that the various 
Lutheran bodies now in the process 
of uniting into two large bodies were 
“doctrinally” in a state of flux. He 
should have written “organizationally” 
in a state of flux. Many of you know 
that this resulted in misunderstanding 
and confusion. I regret this very much. 
Unfortunately, too, my letter was given 
interpretations which did not express 
what I intended to say. A later report 
in our church periodicals is correct. 

The Lutheran bodies which in the 
spring of 1960 will begin to function 
as The American Lutheran Church 
have informed us that they are ready 
at any time to accept an invitation from 
us to discuss matters of doctrine. Our 
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Committee on Doctrinal Unity has 
taken the matter under advisement. 


Doctrinal Issues 


A person who gives serious thought 
to present developments among Lu- 
therans throughout the world must 
come to the conclusion that doctrinal 
issues should be taken decidedly more 
seriously. The clamor for larger or- 
ganization is in many instances crowd- 
ing out insistence on doctrinal purity. 
Even such basic truths as the inspira- 
tion and inerrancy of God’s Word, the 
total depravity of sinful man and with 
it the sola gratia and sola fide, and 
furthermore the distinctively Lutheran 
Scriptural doctrine of the Lord’s Sup- 
per are in jeopardy. Forebodings of 
sharp controversies on these and other 
Biblical doctrines appear as dark clouds 
on the horizon. 

Unquestionably we today, as well as 
the coming generation, must not only 
be able to discern these dark clouds 
but must also be ready when the dread- 
ful storm breaks. Or do you say that 
this is not discernible? Must we rather 
say that where indifference to doctrine 
prevails and where men insist on com- 
promises rather than sound agreement 
in doctrine, termites have been doing 
their destructive work and the awful 
crash will come? Let no one say that 
this is merely a cry of alarm when 
there is no real danger. The situation 
is decidedly real. What Lutheranism 
needs is not greater and greater num- 
bers by way of greater and greater 
mergers at any cost, but a positive and 
unflinching loyalty to God’s Word and 
the Lutheran Confessions. 

Hitherto God graciously granted our 
Synod unswerving loyalty. What about 
the future? Are we as alert as we 
should be? Are we as thoroughly ac- 
quainted with Lutheran doctrine as we 
should be? Are we weakening or grow- 
ing tired or indifferent? 

Brethren, the eyes of many are fo- 
cused upon us. They are asking, What 
will Missouri do? Many are praying 
for us fervently and effectually. Some 
great theologians, not members of our 
Synod, well acquainted with our in- 
sistence on doctrinal purity, have called 
our Synod — and we shall include all 

(Continued on page 9) 


Extremes in Liturgy (Continued) 


Sometime ago the article on “Ex- 
tremes in Liturgy” appeared in these 
columns (WITNESS, Dec. 2, 1958, p. 
19). There were numerous reactions. 
Many of these expressed wholehearted 
approval. Some thanked me for calling 
attention to this matter. A few were not 
altogether in agreement. This as well 
as the fact that a person hears of some 
rather strange liturgical practices 
prompts me to direct attention once 
more to this matter. 

We mentioned that rites and cere- 
monies in our churches have not been 
commanded by God. We stated: “The 
Bible nowhere has commanded that we 
must use just this or that form.” This 
certainly is true. In the Old Testament 
God clearly outlined the form of wor- 
ship. The five books of Moses contain 
many chapters which prescribe in great 
detail how various kinds of sacrifices 
were to be brought; what the priests 
should wear (Exodus 28, Leviticus 6, 
etc.); how they should be consecrated 
(Exodus 29); how the people should 
prepare themselves; how they should 
observe the regulations concerning 
cleansing; what sacrifices they should 
bring for such cleansing; what offerings 
they should bring, etc. Read especially 
what is said about the great Day of 
Atonement (Leviticus 16; cf. Hebrews 9 
and 10). You note that the writer to 
the Hebrews says: “which was a figure 
for the time then present.” All these 
ceremonies and sacrifices prefigured the 
great sacrifice which Jesus, our High 
Priest, should bring for us. Hebrews 
7:26, 27 God says: “For such an High 
Priest became us, who is holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens, who 
needeth not daily, as those high priests, 
to offer up sacrifice, first for His own 
sins, and then for the people’s; for this 
He did once, when He offered up Him- 
self.” 

We need not observe the rites and 
ceremonies of the Old Testament. They 
are a matter of the past. God says to 
us as He said to the Colossians (2:16, 
17): “Let no man therefore judge you 
in meat or in drink, or in respect of an 
holy day or of the new moon or of the 
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Sabbath days, which are a shadow of 
things to come; but the body is of 
@hiisted 


Liturgy in New Testament Period 


The New Testament nowhere pre- 
scribes any liturgical form. During the 
first two centuries there was but little 
of liturgy or ritual. “At the beginning 
of the third century formal ritual pat- 
terns were recognized” (Lutheran Cy- 
clopedia, p. 586). Later the churches 
in the different countries adopted dif- 
ferent rituals. It depended on whether 
they were under the influence of the 
Eastern Church or the Western Church. 

During the Middle Ages great em- 
phasis on ritual developed. The Eucha- 
rist, or Holy Communion, “became the 
most important part of worship” (Lu- 
theran Cyclopedia, p. 586). Sad to say, 
the false teaching about the Lord’s 
Supper being an expiatory sacrifice 
completely crowded into the back- 
ground the sacramental character, the 
real purpose of Holy Communion. 


Luther Corrected the Liturgy 


Luther grew up a loyal Roman Cath- 
olic. He believed that in Communion 
Christ is sacrificed anew, though in 
unbloody manner, for the sins of men. 
As a priest of the church he said Mass 
and thus performed the “sacrifice.” 
However, when God graciously opened 
his eyes to the truths of Scripture, 
Luther emphasized that we cannot 
speak of such a sacrifice of Christ. 
Our Savior brought a complete sacri- 
fice for us once and for all when He 
offered up Himself on Golgotha’s cross. 
There He “obtained an eternal redemp- 
tion for us” (Hebrews 9:12). God’s 
Word remains forever true: “For by 
one offering He hath perfected forever 
them that are sanctified’ (Hebrews 
10:14) and, ‘Now where remission of 
sins is, there is no more offering for 
sin.” (Hebrews 10:18) 

Luther “stressed the importance of 
the Word in the service” (Lutheran 
Cyclopedia, p.586). He insisted on 
a conservative liturgy, which meant 
that anything contrary to God’s Word 
should have no place in the service. 
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He felt constrained to restore and t 
preserve the true doctrine. 


The “Common Worship” 


Our Missouri Synod people brought 
with them the Saxon agenda or Loehe’s 
agenda. This meant that for decades 
the liturgy used was simple. Othe 
Lutheran bodies in America for sery- 
ices in the English language in the ’80s 
finally agreed on the liturgy known as 
the Common Service, which represents 
the historic Lutheran liturgical traditio 
(Lutheran Cyclopedia, p. 586). Whe 
the use of the English language i 
services became more general in ou 
Synod, the convention in 1914 adopte 
the Common Service. The English 
Synod (since 1911 the English District 
of our Synod) had adopted it in 1899) 


Synod Advises as to Liturgy 


From the above it must be apparent 
that the use of a certain form of liturg 
is not a “must.” God has not com- 
manded it. Synod dare not command it. 
No pastor should attempt to force it 
on a congregation. He may personall 
favor a certain type of liturgy, but h 
must not disturb or even disrupt a con- 
gregation by seeking to compel th 
congregation to accept it. It is th 
prerogative of the congregation to de- 
termine the order of worship it wishes: 
to use. Of course, the congregatio 
should remember that Synod adopte 
the Common Service and for the sak 
of having uniformity in liturgy advise 
congregations to use it. 

Synod, of course, is vitally intereste 
in the preservation of true Biblical doc- 
trine. No liturgical practices shoul 
ever permit a departure from true Scrip- 
tural doctrine. If so, they are wron 
and should be discontinued. Synodt 
must never tolerate false doctrine, nort 
practices from which false doctriness 
will follow. 


The Formula of Concord Speaks 

The liturgy is an adiaphoron. The 
Word of God does not prescribe it. 
However, this does not give us license 
to do as we please. Prior to the for- 
mulation and adoption of the Formula 
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of Concord (the last of the Lutheran 
-onfessions ) a controversy had arisen 
oncerning “adiaphora,” or matters of 
ndifference. Hence the Formula of 
Soncord in Article X has somethin 
lefinite to say on “Church Rites.” Wh ; 
: at 
t says applies today. We shall do well 
oO note the following pertinent state- 
nents: 
_ “To explain this controversy, and by 
Jod’s grace finally to settle it, we pre- 
ent to the Christian reader this simple 
statement regarding the matter (in con- 
Ormity with the Word of God): 

“Namely, when under the title and 
yretext of external adiaphora such 
hings are proposed as are in principle 
ontrary to God’s Word (although 
ainted another color), these are not 
oO be regarded as adiaphora, in which 
yne is free to act as he will, but must 
e avoided as things prohibited by God. 
n like manner, too, such ceremonies 
hould not be reckoned among the 
yenuine free adiaphora, or matters of 
ndifference, as make a show or feign 
he appearance, as though our religion 
ind that of the Papists were not far 
part, thus to avoid persecution, or as 
hough the latter were not at least 
ighly offensive to us; or when such 
‘eremonies are designed for the pur- 
yose, and required and received in this 
nse, as though by and through them 
oth contrary religions were reconciled 
ind became one body; or when a re- 
sntering into the Papacy and a depar- 
ure from the pure doctrine of the 
sospel and true religion should occur 
yr gradually follow. therefrom (when 
here is danger lest we seem to have 
e-entered the Papacy, and to have 
leparted, or to be on the point of 
leparting gradually, from the pure doc- 
rine of the Gospel). 

“For this case what Paul writes, 
Cor. 6:14, 17, shall and must obtain: 
3e-ye not unequally yoked together 
vith unbelievers; for what communion 
ath light with darkness? Wherefore 
‘ome out from among them, and be 
e separate, saith the Lord. 

“Likewise, when there are useless, 
Oolish displays, that are profitable 
either for good order nor Christian 
liscipline, nor evangelical propriety in 
he church, these also are not genuine 
diaphora, or matters of indifference. 

“But as regards genuine adiaphora, 
yr matters of indifference (as explained 
yefore), we believe, teach, and confess 
hat such ceremonies, in and of them- 
elves, are not worship of God, nor any 
art of it, but must be properly dis- 
inguished from such as are, as it 1S 
vritten: In vain they do worship Me, 
eaching for doctrines the command- 
nents of men, Matt. 15:9.” (Triglot 
Yoncordia, pp. 1053, 1055) 
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TRIENNIAL REPORT 


(Continued from page 7) 


who are in doctrinal agreement with 
us — “the last hope of Lutheranism.” 
What a tremendous responsibility this 
places on every one of us! 


Australia 


Synod’s Board of Directors encour- 
aged your President to accept the urgent 
invitation which our sister church in 
Australia had extended to pay them 
an Official visit. This took place shortly 
after our 1956 convention. What 
a marvelous privilege, to meet with 
brethren in the faith whose forefathers 
settled in Australia about the same 
time that the Saxons came to America! 

The brethren had made arrangements 
for a meeting of the general conference; 
for a joint conference of the two Lu- 
theran bodies; for attending the con- 
vention of the Luther League, the young 
people’s organization of our sister 
church; for a visit to the place where 
the immigrants first settled and where 
they erected their first school of the 
prophets — all somewhat of a parallel 
to the history of the Saxons in Perry 
County. 

Of course, the brethren gave us op- 
portunity also to visit the present semi- 
nary at Adelaide, some of their mission 
churches, as well as some of their 
larger churches. We enjoyed the privi- 
lege of preaching in some of them. 
All in all, this was a truly beneficial 
and unforgettable experience. 

Synod’s Board for Foreign Missions 
insisted that on this trip to the South- 
west Pacific your President must not 
pass by our mission fields in the Orient. 
The Board had prepared an itinerary 
which would make full use of the time 
allotted for the trip. Since a visit to 
New Guinea would not fit into the 
schedule, the Board asked missionaries 
Erwin Spruth and Jan Kleinig to come 
to Australia, to get acquainted and to 
report on the work and the needs of 
their field. What consecrated and en- 
thusiastic interest in New Guinea mis- 
sions these young men manifested! 


Far East 


After leaving Australia your Presi- 
dent visited Ceylon, India, the Philip- 
pines, Hong Kong, and Japan in the 
order named. Glimpses into the work 
of our faithful missionaries afforded 
opportunity to witness “the heathen in 
his blindness bows down to wood and 
stone,” but also the power of the Gos- 
pel, which prompts us to sing, “See 
heathen nations bending before the God 
we love.” 

There was opportunity to see our 
first church in India, to meet small 
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congregations with their Indian pastors 
and evangelists, to gain a better idea 
of the elementary and secondary schools 
of our missions and also of the training 
of national pastors. The visit afforded 
opportunity to meet many of our 
American as well as many of the na- 
tional workers. Furthermore, it af- 
forded a new experience and privilege 
— to address smaller and larger groups 
of these fellow Lutherans through an 
interpreter. 

These statements apply to all the 
countries visited. Everywhere the time 
was too short, but everywhere our 
church has faithful and conscientious 
missionaries, excellent opportunities, 
victories for Christ. 


South America 


Another unforgettable experience 
was an Official visit to the conventions 
of the Brazil and Argentine Districts 
in January and February 1957. Execu- 
tive secretaries of the mission depart- 
ment had visited the Districts, but this 
was the first official visit since 1928 by 
a member of either the Praesidium or 
the Board of Directors. 

In February 1959 Dr. A. H. Grumm 
visited the Brazil District convention 
to counsel the brethren in the matter 
of reorganizing the District’s educa- 
tional system for the training of pastors 
and teachers. Furthermore, he coun- 
seled the brethren what steps to take 
to become a_ self-governing — sister 
church rather than a District of our 
Synod. Our convention will be asked 
to pass enabling resolutions. 


Europe 


Your President paid a visit to Europe 
in 1957 to attend the so-called Bad Boll 
Meetings in England and in Germany 
because this was the tenth year of such 
free conferences and the invitation was 
especially urgent. With the exception 
of the first year, 1948, Dr. Herman 
Harms accompanied our theologians to 
these conferences. During 1958 no 
meetings were held. Soon after this con- 
vention two of our theologians and Dr. 
Herman Harms, chosen by our Commit- 
tee on Doctrinal Unity, will represent 
our Synod at a series of free confer- 
ences with pastors of the Landeskirchen 
and of the Free Churches. 

Sometimes brethren ask whether 
these conferences accomplish anything. 
They surely do. They have contributed 
much to encourage and to strengthen 
the brethren of the Free Churches and 
also many of the men in the Landeskir- 
chen who are lonely Lutherans, eager 
to remain loyal to God’s Word. These 
men derived great benefits from these 
contacts. God’s Word never returns 
void. 


Special 
Honors 


The Witness congratulates the fol- 
lowing persons who received special 
honors this month. 


John W. Boehne, Jr. 


Doctor of Laws degree conferred by 
Valparaiso University June 7 — 


“. . faithful public servant, devoted 
churchman . respected and in- 
fluential leader in his church, his 
community, and his country.” 


Citation of Merit from St. Louis 
seminary at the San Francisco conven- 
tion of the Missouri Synod — 


€ 


‘.. . for distinguished service to his 
country as a Christian statesman and 
to his church as a member of its 
Board of Directors.” 


Dr. Boehne, member, 
Board of Directors, The 
Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod since 
1941; Member of Con- 
gress, 1931—43. 


Born March 2, 1895, Evansville, Ind.; 
graduated Evansville High School; A. B., 
economics and business, University of Wis- 
consin, 1918; now tax consultant in Wash- 
ington, D.C.; married Selma Heitmuller, 
1920; two children. 


Louis P. Lochner 


Citation of Merit from St. Louis 
seminary at San Francisco — 


“.. for forthright Christian witness 
as a journalist and author and for 
devoted service to his government 
and his church.” 


Dr. Lochner, 
Editorial 


member, 
Board, _Lu- 
theran Witness, since 
1951; foreign corre- 
spondent in Germany, 
1921—42; U.S. war 
correspondent, 1944— 
1946. 


Born Feb. 22, 1887, Springfield, IIl.; 
graduated public high school, Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Wisconsin Conservatory of Music, 
1905; A. B., University of Wisconsin, 
1909; Litt. D., Muhlenberg College, 1943; 
awarded 1939 Pulitzer prize for distin- 
guished service as foreign correspondent; 
married Emma Hoyer, 1910 (d. 1920), 
Hilde Steinberger De Terra, 1922; two 
children, one stepdaughter. 


E. George Pearce 


Doctor of Divinity degree from Saint 

Louis seminary at San Francisco — 
«asa result of his foresight, care- 
ful planning, and Christian courage 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
England came into being.” 


Dr. Pearce, Chairman, 


Executive Council, 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England 
since 1954. 


Born Feb. 23, 1917, Edmonton, Alta., 
Canada; graduated Concordia College, 
Edmonton; St. Louis seminary, 1942; pas- 
tor, Sexsmith, Alta.; chaplain, Canadian 
Army; pastor, Luther-Tyndale and Holy 
Trinity congregations, London, England, 
1946—54: chairman, Lutheran Council of 
Great Britain, 1948 to 1954; missionary at 
large, ELCE; editor, British Lutheran, 
since its inception in 1956; married Ida 
Hennig, 1943; two children. 


Angela Rehwinkel 


Citation of Merit from St. Louis 
seminary at San Francisco — 


“.. for pioneering services as a mis- 
sionary-nurse in India and for heroic 
devotion to her task for thirty-seven 


Miss Rehwinkel, mission- 
ary-nurse, superintend- 
ent, later superintend- 
ent of nurses, Bethesda 
Hospital, Ambur, India, 
1921—58, when she 
retired. 


Born Sept. 9, 1882, Merrill, Wis.; grad- 
uated St. John’s Lutheran Hospital, Red 
Wing, Minn., taking state board R.N. 
examination, 1917; after one year at Red 
Wing, was superintendent, Sartori Hospi- 
tal, Cedar Falls, Iowa. 


John L. Salvner 


First recipient of John of Beverly 
medal from Lutheran Friends of the 
Deaf, presented at San Francisco — 

“... for over a half century of bring- 

ing Christ to the Deaf.” 
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Dr. Salyner, missionary 
to the deaf, Minnea4 
polis-St. Paul area, 
1901—43; first execu 
tive secretary, 
for Missions to th 
Deaf, 1943—58, whe 
he retired. 


Born Oct. 17, 1876, Saginaw, Mich.3 
graduated Concordia College, Milwaukee2 
St. Louis seminary, 1901; D.D., 1944: 
pastor, Minneapolis. 


Christian Schmidt 


Citation of Merit from St. Louis 
seminary at San Francisco — 


“for outstanding assistance t 
Synod in rehabilitating the Luthera 
Free Churches in Germany after. 
World War II.” 


Christian Schmidt, busi- 
ness manager of Th 
Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod in Eu- 
rope since 1948. 


Mr. Schmidt is a director of Bertels- 
mann Lesering (book club), Guetersloh,. 
one of Germany’s largest book distribu-- 
tors. His prudence “saved our people hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars in relief 
transactions,” according to Dr. L. B.| 
Meyer, former Executive Director of the 
Emergency Planning Council. He super-- 
vises Synod’s_ million-mark European: 
Church Extension Fund. A lay leader of' 
our church in Germany, he spearheaded! 
the building of a new church in Frankfurt, , 
where English services are held for de-- 
pendents of servicemen. 


Francis O. Schmitt 


Honorary Sc. D. degree conferred by: 
Valparaiso University June 7 — 


“e 


. eminent scientist, learned au-- 
thor, challenging teacher . . . pioneer: 
in the field of macromolecular struc- 
ture .. . has inspired a generation of 


students.” 


Dr. Schmitt, Institute 
Professor of Biology, 
Massachusetts Institute 


of Technology since 
19553 


Born Nov. 23, 1903, St. Louis, Mo.; 
A. B., 1924, Ph. D. in Physiology (medical 
science), 1927, Washington University, 
St. Louis; faculty member, later depart- 
ment head, Washington University, 1929 
to 1941, and M.I.T. since 1941; Lasker 
Award, United States Public Health Sery- 
ice, 1956; recently appointed to National 
Advisory Health Council, USPHS. 
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By Oscar E. FEUCHT 
Secretary of Adult Education 


Would you say “Sunday 
school is for kids’? Many 
Lutherans apparently think so. 
Many parents go only to church, 
their children only to Sunday 
school. 

Thousands of our children do not sing or pray or 
ar the Word in the public worship of their congre- 
tions. A growing number of catechumens do not go to 
urch regularly; some who can be induced to attend 
se into nonattendance after confirmation. 


Parents, on the other hand, are usually in church, 
t seldom, if ever, in Bible classes. When they them- 
ves do not study the Bible, is it any wonder that 
sir teen-agers drop out of Bible classes? 


More than 100 churches have services during the 
nday school period, according to the 1959 Lutheran 
mual. “We used to go to Bible class,” some adults 
plained during Every Member Visits, “but now we 
ve church services and Sunday school at the same 
ie.” 


Why is this an unhealthy situation? It fosters mere 
urchianity instead of true Christian discipleship (Ephe- 
ns 3:14-19; 4:11-16). It denies Christians the supe- 
r learning situation of a study group. It shows unsound 
ngregational thinking and planning. 


Contributing to this situation are parents who say, 
wo hours is too long for a child to sit in church”; 
ngregations which have outgrown their worship facil- 
*s; adults who believe “Sunday school is for kids.” 
e there any solutions? We believe so. 


a 3 e god can be another person whom 
9 you fear more than God. 
G) S 'Y CANINE : If a person is tempted to do 


An Unhealthy Situation 


GUEST EDITORIAL 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


1. Thousands of children do attend church with 
their parents. Many of us as children never knew 
a time when we were not in the family pew beside our 
parents. Many congregations have set up a junior church 
with children’s hymns and a sermonet, thus providing 
a training school in Christian worship. Other congre- 
gations have a “unified service” — in the first part chil- 
dren are in Sunday school, the adults in church; in the 
second children are in church, the adults in Bible class. 


2. When Sunday school is held between early and 
late services, adults can be encouraged to attend Sunday 
school; there is no conflict. When the growing congre- 
gation schedules a third service, however, it should also 
schedule a multiple or double Sunday school. Then 
Bible classes can be offered in both Sunday school pe- 
riods. This arrangement requires more administration, 
but it is a healthy, not an unhealthy, situation. 


3. Since when has God set age 14 as a ceiling for 
growth in religion? Do we stop systematic learning in 
any other subject at that age? Bible classes offer oppor- 
tunities for expression, for questions, for recalling and 
rethinking what we learned in childhood. Adults learn 
the Bible best under a teacher and with the stimulation 
of a class. Through study we remain growing persons. 
Why should we want just as little religion as we can 
“get by with”? 


A healthy congregation will keep educational goals 
high. It will foster a balanced diet of worship and study. 
It will think, plan, provide facilities and equipment, en- 
courage, train — all with this goal in mind: Everyone 
in church and Sunday school. 


a great sin and he does not do it 
simply because he fears he will be 


IDOLATRY 


The first thing God said in the 
Ten Commandments was: “Thou 
shalt have no other gods before Me.” 
When people make images and fig- 
ures of gold or silver, wood or stone, 
and worship these figures and think 
they will receive help from them, 
this is called idol worship, or 
idolatry. 

The term comes from two Greek 
words, eidolon, idol, and Jatreia, 
worship. 

There was much idolatry in an- 
cient times among pagan people and 
even among God’s chosen people of 
Israel. God had to punish His 


people severely because of that sin. 
When they had worshiped a calf 
made of gold, three thousand died. 


But idolatry means much more 
than worshiping a man-made image. 
For what is a person’s god? It is 
that which he most fears and loves 
and trusts in. 

A person’s god, according to Phi- 
lippians 3:19, can be his own body 
or any earthly thing his mind is 
inordinately set on. Anything can 
be your god if you fear, love, or 
trust in it more than in God. You 
can have a god made of paper — 
securities and deeds from which you 
take your greatest comfort. Your 


found out, he is an idolater. He 
should refrain from the sin because 
he fears God, as Joseph said, “How 
can I do this great wickedness and 
sin against God?” 

If a person has a misfortune but 
thinks, “Oh, well, Pll get along all 
right, I have a good deal of money 
that will take care of me,” he is 
an idolater. He trusts in his money. 

Idolatry is a great sin. If it is 
persisted in and not repented of, it 
will bar a person from heaven 
(Revelation 21:8). St. Paul gives 
good advice to all people, “Flee 
from idolatry.” 

FREDERIC NIEDNER 


WE 30, 1959 


(299) 


REDEEMER, FORT WAYNE, IND. 


Department rooms, class dividers, and suitable equipment facilitate the teach- 


WORKING FOR “""""" 
QUALITY Sunday school is no longer for children only. It has become the basic ageng 


of Christian education for persons of all ages. 
A N D The wide-awake Sunday school is concerned about quality and quantity. It ai 


at giving all of its members the best possible Christian education. It also strive 
to enroll the total congregation and the unchurched children, youth, and adull 
of the community. 


QUANTITY QuaLity 


The study materials provided by our church help its members to mature spii 
N itually by presenting the Word of God centered in the Living Word, Jesus Chris 


A good environment facilitates the teaching of God’s Word. Regardless of equi 
ment, trained and consecrated teachers are the best assurance that Christian learr 
ing is taking place in your Sunday school. 


OU R The quality of any Sunday school can be improved by a careful study of tk 
Sunday School Standard, a booklet published by the Board for Parish Educatio: 
These guidelines call for a total Sunday school, beginning with a nursery depar 
ment and continuing through elementary years to at least one department or cla: 
on each postconfirmation level: high school, young people, and adult. 
Basic areas treated in the Standard are: A Sound Educational Program, Ad 
quate and Trained Leadership, Planned Mission Endeavors, Good Administratic 
SCHOOLS and Equipment, and Vital Home and Church Relationships. | 
The Standard enables a Sunday school to evaluate itself on 110 items. It e1 


courages the staff to plan improvements at every point of weakness. The goal 


to make a poor Sunday school good, a good Sunday school better, and the bett 
Sunday school the best possible. 
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The Sunday School Standard is available (free) from the Board for Parish 
Education, 210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo.; the Guide to the Sunday School 


Standard (35 cents) from Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 


QUANTITY 


_ The quantity — the number of people served — depends on a soul-account- 
ing program and on the Sunday school’s outreach activity. 

To expand our Sunday schools, Synod’s Parish Education Department urges 
local parishes to build for education as well as for worship, to examine their en- 
rollment in terms of their total membership, to organize more classes into more 
closely graded departments as soon as enrollment warrants, and to develop a staff 
of certified leaders and teachers through training courses. 


For reaching more of the 60 million unchurched in the U.S., Synod’s board 
recommends that special efforts be made annually to increase the enrollment of 
the Sunday school through departmental evangelism goals and programs, through 
a community canvass, and through organizing an extension department. Special 
classes for mentally retarded children are also advocated. A new study book for 
Sunday school workers, Evangelism in the Sunday School, is suggested as the local 
training course for this fall. 


Missouri Synod Sunday schools are growing under the blessing of God. With 
more attention to quality and enrollments, they will reach and teach far more peo- 
ple of all ages for Christ, for life in Him and for Him. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL GROWTH IN THE MISSOURI SYNOD 


Enrollment Increase Increase Increase 

Year Schools Pupils Teachers (incl. tchrs.) Schools Pupils Teachers 
IRR? es Ap fi3 452227 - 60;081 605,308 95 51,750 5,464 
1954 __. 4,838 592,029) 565.162 6a7 19 1 125° 746,802" F-53080 
L955 4,935 631,037 69,878 700,915 97 39,008 4,716 
19563— 5,033 669,268 Teg, 744,340 O87) §38,231 Ree nhos 
1957 p= 5,149 704,044 80,398 784,442 116°5934;776" 955526 
LOSS 3,209) 742,427. 84,953 827,380 104 38,383 4,555 


CHURCH OF ST. ANDREW, SILVER SPRING, MD. 


es 


MD ae ele ala A growing Sunday school is friendly. Officers and 
t and Janet Kurth (left and right) won four children for their ushers welcome members as well as newcomers. 
y school. A good Sunday school program includes planned mission 

O'S. « 
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ST. JOHN’S, MILLVALE, PA. 


For kindergarten and primary classes a pro- 
gressive Sunday school uses such visual aids 
as flannelgraph, and an activity program to 
help tell Bible stories. 


BETHLEHEM, ST. LOUIS 


Maximum class participation makes Bible clas 
interesting for students of high school age 
This fall materials will be available for tw: 
levels of high school classes. 


ST. PAUL’S, BATAVIA, N. Y. 


A Sunday school striving for quality will conduct Bible 


classes for all ages in as many different groups as facili- 
ties permit. 
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ST. PAUL’S FAIRMONT, MINN. 


A weekday released-time Bible class for high school 
students provides an additional religion period and 
strengthens the Sunday school program. 


CHURCH OF ST. ANDREW, SILVER SPRING, MD. 


The Sunday school teacher who visits her pupils develops 
a vital relationship between church and home. 


BETHLEHEM, ST. LOUIS 


Each summer this Sunday school carries on 
a three-month mission project, with a_ special 
offering for’ missions. A party for children and 
parents highlights the close of this mission en- 
deavor. 


Y, WHITE BEAR LAKE, MINN. 


Sunday School Standard recommends a nursery department 
separate classes for three-year-olds. It is remarkable what 
ren_can learn at such an early age. 
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Proverbs 


Child Psychology 


Proverbs 29:15, 17: “The rod and re-» 
proof give wisdom; but a child left to_ 


himself bringeth his mother to shame. 

Correct thy son, and he shall give thee 

rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy 
© soul.” 


The “progressive education” move- 
ment, led by John Dewey, brought 
a new concept to the educational proc- 

ess. Assuming the innate goodness and 
_ improvability of human nature, this phi- 
_losophy allows the child maximum self- 
expression, the fullest possible develop- 
_ment of his natural interests and apti- 
tudes. To this end the elements of con- 
trol, direction, and discipline are kept 
to a minimum. 
_ But this theory has had untoward re- 
sults. The lack of discipline and the 
avoidance of the drudgery of drilling 
the “three R’s” has often resulted in 
the weakening of the solid foundation 


. 


of the basic educational skills and in- 


the lack of appreciation for the hard — 


_ realities of the learning process. 
More serious, however, is the fact 
that this deference to the child’s self- 
_ expression, this yielding to his personal 


preferences, has too often resulted in 


the breakdown of control on the part 
_ of both teachers and parents. This ap- 
_ proach to child psychology has too often 


obedience at home. 


ed disrespect for authority and dis- — 


It would seem to be in order, there- _ 
fore, to hark back to the Biblical con- 
cept of child psychology: “The rod and 
 reproof give wisdom; but a child left — 


to himself bringeth his mother to 


shame.” 


axiom: 
_ child” 


“Spare the rod and spoil the 


_ Parents and elders do the child no 
_ favor when they let him have his own — 


This word of Scripture has — 
given rise to the time-worn but valid 


way too often and are excessively afraid 


_ of harming his little “psyche.” Indeed, 
_ the “psyche” will usually be improved 
__ by judicious application of the rod and 
__ by wise and earnest reproof. 


Parents who thus deal with he. 


_ children with a firm but loving hand 
will experience the truth of the inspired 
_ advice: “Correct thy son, and he shall 
_ give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight 
_ unto thy soul.” 

_ For that, after all, is the way our 
heavenly Father deals with His erring 
children. His rod, like ours, is a token 
of love. THOMAS COATES 
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Christian Hymns 


The Church’s One Foundation 


One of the great hymns of the church 
is “The Church’s One Foundation” 
(L. H., 473). “Magnificent” the noted 
hymnologist John Julian calls it. Who 
has not thrilled to the surging sweep of 
praise swelling from a large group of 
believers as its stanzas soar to the 
Throne of Grace? 

Origin 

How did this popular hymn orig- 
inate? Here is some background ma- 
terial. 

Bishop John William Colenso, an 
English missionary among the Zulus, 
published a commentary on St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans (1861) in which 
he denied the doctrine of eternal pun- 
ishment. In 1862 he challenged the 
accepted authorship of the first five 
books of the Old Testament and ques- 
tioned their historical accuracy. Co- 
lenso’s bishop superior, Robert Gray, 
deposed him. Whereupon Colenso ap- 
pealed to the Anglican church author- 
ities in England. A hectic controversy 
ensued in the mother church and caused 
much unrest. 

Among those who shared the intense 
excitement was a 27-year-old Anglican 
clergyman, Samuel John Stone (1839 
to 1900). He approved of Bishop 
Gray’s actions, for he felt that Colenso 
had struck a blow which would under- 
mine the people’s faith. 

Being already a hymnist of no mean 
ability, Stone wrote 12 hymns on the 
12 articles of the Apostles’ Creed. Our 
hymn is based on the ninth article: 
“The Holy Catholic [Universal] Church, 
the Communion of Saints” (1866). 
The original version had seven stanzas. 
A revised form (1868) had five. 


Versions 


Most hymnals for various reasons 
have adopted a five-stanza version. 
Some omit the stanzas beginning with 
“The Church shall never perish” and 
“Though with a scornful wonder.” 
Some hold that the lines “False sons 
within her pale” and “By schisms rent 
asunder” and “By heresies distressed” 
refer to the Colenso controversy and 
are only of historical value. Others 
think the two stanzas in which these 
lines occur refer to the visible church 
(denominations and congregations), 
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whereas the main theme of the hymn, 
they say, describes the invisible church, 
the unseen company of all true be-. 
lievers. Regarding this latter view it 
might be said that the “false sons” 

could be the tares in the Parable of 
the Wheat and the Tares. Furthermore, | 
well-indoctrinated members can readily 
distinguish between the external church 
with its “schisms and heresies” and the 
one holy invisible church of Christ. 
The transition from the one to the 
other need not necessarily be confusing. 


Analysis 

A summary of the five-stanza ver- 
sion shows this scheme: 1. The Divine 
Origin of the Church, Jesus Christ, the 
Founder. 2. The Universality and 
Unity of the Invisible Church. 3. The 
Continuity and Indestructibility of the 
Church. 4. The Trials of the Visible 
Church and Anticipation of Victory. | 
5. Eventual Triumph. 


Characteristics 
To point out a few elements which 
make this hymn great and popular. 
The hymn is rigidly but attractively 


didactic. It speaks with authority. 
Practically every line is based on 
a Scripture statement. The hymn is | 


simple in language, easily impressing 
itself on the memory. A _ certain 
strength and dignity pervade the stan- 
zas. Its lines evoke an intense con- 
viction and passionate loyalty to the 
“bride of Christ” and her “Bride- 
groom.” It generates in the believer 
a sense of belonging to the great com- 
pany of God’s redeemed. 


The Tune 


If music can express the spirit of 
words, the tune Aurelia fits the text 
admirably. It was composed by the 
famous hymnist Charles Wesley’s grand- 
son Samuel Sebastian (after Bach) 
Wesley, an outstanding organist of his 
time. Used originally for Jerusalem 
the Golden, it was named Aurelia 
(“Glorious”) or The Golden, by Wes- 
ley’s mother, but soon became asso- 
ciated with Stone’s hymn. The slow, 
dignified measure (it’s no battle cry), 
with its central rising movement, helps 
to make this “church” gem a universal 
favorite. ae 
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What’ the | 
ANSWER? 


® Real presence — consubstantiation? 


® Jesus — did He sin? 


®@ We — judge angels? 
Question: Does the Lutheran 

doctrine of the real presence 
of the body and blood of Christ in 
the Lord’s Supper constitute consub- 
stantiation? 


Answer: No. The Lutheran Church 
has ever maintained, and even now 
maintains, that the doctrine of the real 
presence does not involve consubstan- 
tiation. 

When we teach that in the sacrament 
Christ in, with, and under the conse- 
crated bread and wine gives us His true 
body and blood, that is not the same 
as saying that by virtue of the conse- 
cration a physical or local inclusion 
of the body in the bread and of the 
blood in the wine takes place, or that 
the body and blood of Christ are con- 
joined or commingled, respectively, 
with the bread and wine to form new, 
composite substances. Such a view 
would not agree with the apostle Paul’s 
statement: “As oft as ye eat this bread 
and drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord’s death till He come” (1 Cor. 11: 
26). According to these words, the 
bread is still bread and the wine still 
wine at the time the individual com- 
municants receive the elements. They 
receive not two compound elements, 
but bread and wine; along with these 
Christ also gives them His true body 
and blood. 

It is true that in 1 Cor. 10:16 the 
same apostle speaks of a communion 
between the bread and the body and 
between the wine and the blood. Bread 
ind wine are the means by which the 
sommunicants participate in the body 
and blood of Christ. But there is not 
he slightest indication that the bread 
ind the body, the wine and the blood 
ure physically, organically, locally, or 
substantially conjoined or commingled. 

Let us summarize in this manner: In 
he Holy Supper our Savior gives us 
His true body and blood along with, or 
ogether with, the consecrated bread 
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and wine, but no change occurs in the 
elements used in this meal of grace. The 
bread and wine are neither changed in- 
to the body and blood of Christ, as the 
Roman Church teaches in its doctrine 
of transubstantiation, nor are these ele- 
ments combined or concorporated with 
the body and blood of Christ to form 
new substances (consubstantiation). 
Our catechism tries to express this mir- 
acle of grace by saying that the earthly 
elements, bread and wine, are received 
in a natural manner, and the heavenly 
elements, the body and blood of Christ, 
are received in a supernatural manner. 
Beyond this we are mindful of the 
words in our hymnal: “These great 
mysteries unsounded Are by God alone 
expounded.” (305,7) 


fs 


Answer: The only reason one can see 
for even asking this question is the 
statement of the apostle Paul: “He 
[God] hath made Him [Jesus] to be 
sin for us who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of 
Goel sin Ishin” (2(Coe S221), shoe ie 
must be noted that God did not make 
Jesus to be a sinner, but sin; that is, 
God laid upon His Son the iniquity of 
us all (Is. 53:6). Jesus was the Lamb 
of God that took away the sin of the 
world. (John 1:29) 

The New Testament Scriptures con- 
tain many positive assertions concern- 
ing the sinlessness of Jesus Christ: 
“That Holy Thing [Child] which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the Son 
of God,” said the angel Gabriel to the 
Virgin Mary (Luke 1:35). “Which of 
you convinceth Me of sin?” was Jesus’ 
unanswered question to the Jews (John 
8:46). “Such an High Priest became us 
who is holy, harmless, undefiled, sepa- 
rate from sinners, and made higher than 
the heavens” (Heb. 7:26). “He did no 
sin, neither was guile found in His 
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Question: Did Jesus ever 
commit a sin? 


mouth” (1 Peter 2:22). “In Him is no 
sin” (1 John 3:5). The fact of the mat- 
ter is that Jesus could not sin, since He 
is very God, who is Holiness itself. 
Therein also lay the reason for His 
coming into the world. We needed 
a sinless Savior to fulfill every demand 
of God’s holy Law (Rom. 8:3, 4; Gal. 
4:4,5) and then, as a lamb without 
blemish and without spot, lay down 
His life upon the altar of the cross in 
full atonement for the sifis of the world. 
Any wrongdoing on His part would 
have nullified His efforts and disquali- 
fied Him from being our Savior. 


Dd 


f Question: How are we to 


understand St. Paul’s  state- 
ment that we shall judge angels 
(1 Cor. 6:3)? 


Answer: Although the Holy Scrip- 
tures designate Jesus Christ as the 
Judge of the living and the dead (John 
eA -23  ANGIS WOES 2 (Corn, Soil). 
Jesus Himself states that the holy an- 
gels and the believers will be His assist- 
ants on the Last Day. The holy angels 
will accompany Christ to the Judgment 
Seat (Matt. 25:31). After the resurrec- 
tion of the dead they will gather the 
elect from the four winds (Matt. 24:31; 
Mark 13:27), separate the wicked from 
the just (Matt. 13:41, 49; 25:32), and 
at the conclusion of the Judgment cast 
the wicked into the furnace of fire. 
(Matt. 13:42, 50) 

Although the believers will them- 
selves have to appear before the tri- 
bunal of Christ for judgment (Matt. 
MH2I28 IRON, WA Oe 2Cor, S20), wary 
will according to the apostle’s state- 
ment come with Him (1 Thess. 4:14). 
The Twelve will sit upon 12 thrones and 
judge the 12 tribes of Israel (Matt. 
19:28; Luke 22:30), not indeed with 
equal but rather with limited authority 
and giving their approval to the verdict 
of the Judge (Rev. 19:1, 2). Such ac- 
tivity the apostle Paul asserts of all 
believers in 1 Cor. 6:2,3, when he 
states that the saints shall judge the 
world and the angels. 

It should hardly be necessary to point 
out that this judicial activity of the 
saints extends only to the unbelievers 
and evil angels, who have been reserved 
by God for the judgment of the Last 
Day “i@ Peter 2:4,9; 4 Jude 6) ss lror 
neither over the good angels (Matt. 
18:10) nor over the saints (John 3:18; 
5:24) will the verdict of condemnation 
be spoken. For the latter the Day of 
Wrath is the day of their redemption 
(Luke 21:28), when they will stand 
before God with confidence and bold- 
ness. (1 John 2:28; 4:17) 

O. E. SOHN 
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200 Graduates 
Get Briefing 
In Youth Work 


About 200 St. Louis and Springfield 
seminary graduates received a briefing 
in youth work at Camp Potosi, Mo., 
April 19—22, 

As a result ,of this seminar-retreat, 
sponsored by the Board for Young 
People’s Work and the seminaries, 
Synod’s newest clergy are reasonably 
well acquainted with the Walther 
League program. 

The seminarians were also given re- 
source material to use in developing 
a creative youth program. 

Lecturers included Revs. Elmer N. 
Witt, Carl A. Streufert, and Alfred P. 
Klausler, Walther League staff mem- 
bers. Rev. Henry C. Duwe, Evanston, 
Ill., served as retreat master and lec- 
turer on “Worship in the Youth Pro- 
gram.” Professors Arthur M. Graf 
(Springfield) and George Hoyer (Saint 
Louis) represented their faculties. 

Walter Hartkopf, Chicago, lectured 
on the place of recreation in a Christian 
youth program. Rev. Merton Strom- 
men, who heads the intersynodical Lu- 
theran Youth Research, reported on 
preliminary findings of this survey. 
Dr. Clarence Peters, BYPW chairman, 
spoke on the relationship of the Wal- 
ther League to the total synodical 
program. 


Bible Study Encouraged 


Judging by the response to “The 
Uniting Word,” more and more young 
people are becoming interested in reg- 
ular Bible reading and study. 

Rev. Walter Riess, editor of the 
high school series of Bible study mate- 
rial, prepares Bible study lessons re- 
lated to the Walther League program 
and to the over-all Christian life. 

Many Walther League societies in- 
clude Bible study in their monthly or 
biweekly meetings. Other societies have 
a Sunday morning Bible hour. 


Convention Speakers 


Leaguers attending the international 
convention at Michigan State U. July 
12—16 will hear addresses on the gen- 
eral convention theme “More Hands 
for Christ.” 


Preacher at the opening service is 
Dr. H. F. Wind, Executive Secretary of 
Synod’s Department of Social Welfare. 
President M. L. Koehneke, Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, will be 
the vespers speaker. Rev. R. Z. Meyer, 
San Diego, will lead the daily morning 
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Bible study hour. Dr. O. P. Kretzmann 
will address the senior leaguers at their 
special convention banquet. 


1959—60 Topic Studies 


The new series of 24 Walther League 
topic studies, scheduled to begin in 
July, have been prepared by pastors 
and youth workers in direct contact 
with societies. Both Juniors and Sen- 
iors will have their own studies, geared 
to their particular interests and needs. 

One of the highlights of the studies 
for the next 12 months is the emphasis 
on the Christian’s responsibility in many 
areas of 20th-century living. Steward- 
ship, Christian citizenship, mission 
work, great doctrines of the church, 
and related themes will also occupy 
the leaguers’ attention. 

Among the new features in this year’s 
studies are suggested methods which 
the discussion leader may use in pre- 
senting the topic. 

Surveys show that about 80,000 of 
an estimated total of 110,000 leaguers 
use the topic studies in society meetings. 


aXe Vile 1K 


Membership 
Reaches 
109,000 


Individual membership in the Lu- 
theran Laymen’s League reached a rec- 
ord 109,593 on May 31, John Mueller, 
membership director, has announced. 
The 1959 goal was 109,000. 

“While membership in the LLL is not 
an end in itself,” commented League 
President A. W. Hermann of New Or- 
leans, “it is a potent force in providing 


Planning the 42nd anniversary convention of the league in Buffalo, July 19—22 
Seated (l.—r.): Paul Friedrich, LLL executive director; : é 
Martin J. Echtenkamp, convention cochairman; standing: 5 
Western New York District LLL; Carlton E. Holls, commit 


Gilbert Oldsen, pastoral advisers. 
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the organization with the manpowe 
and the financial means to carry Ou 
its broad program of Christian service.” 

Net gain for the year was about 
7,000 members, about 2,000 more tha 
the average net gain for the past te 
years. Mr. Mueller lauded the 3,000! 
membership workers who volunteered 
their services in enrolling members fo 
the league’s service program. 


Germans Respond to Lutheran Hou 


Radio Luxembourg, one of Europe’s3 
most powerful radio stations, in a re-- 
cent month received 232 German and] 
29 Hungarian letters in response to) 
Lutheran Hour broadcasts. Additional|l 
replies came in other languages. 

Radio officials termed the response: 
a “significant” indication of the wide: 
listening audience. 


Open Branch Office in Seoul 


With the beginning of Missouri. 
Synod mission work in Korea, The: 
Lutheran Hour has opened its 21st for- 
eign branch office in the Republic of 
South Korea. 

Dr. Won Yong Ji, missionary trained 
at the St. Louis seminary, manages the 
office at 357—10 Syn-Dang-Dong, 
Sung-Dong-Ku, Seoul, Korea. 


LLL Provides Study Grants 


Among the 50 _ scholarships and 
grants announced during a recent hon- 
ors convocation at the St. Louis sem- 
inary were 16 grants for summer study 
awarded by the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League. 

These grants were made to 16 quali- 
fied pastors who wish to pursue in- 
service training in the seminary’s sum- 
mer school. Babak 


Robert W. Kracht, convention chairman; 
. W. “Hap Schroeter, executive secretary, 
tee treasurer; Revs. William A. Drews and 
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Merger Commission 
Releases Tentative 
“Confession of Faith” 


The Joint Commission on Lutheran 
Unity of the American Evangelical, 
Augustana, Finnish Evangelical, and 
United Lutheran Churches has tenta- 
tively accepted the following “Confes- 
sion of Faith” for the approaching 
merger: 

“Section 1. This church confesses 
Jesus Christ as Lord of the Church. 
The Holy Spirit creates and sustains the 
Church through the Gospel and thereby 
unites believers with their Lord and 
with one another in the fellowship of 
faith. 

“Section 2. This church holds that 
the Gospel is the revelation of God’s 
sovereign will and saving grace in Jesus 
Christ. In Him, the Word Incarnate, 
God imparts Himself to men. 

“Section 3. This church acknowl- 
edges the Holy Scriptures as the norm 
for the faith and life of the Church. 
The Holy Scriptures are the divinely in- 
spired record of God’s redemptive act 
in Christ, for which the Old Testament 
prepared the way and which the New 
Testament proclaims. In the contin- 
uation of this proclamation in the 
Church, God still speaks through the 
Holy Scriptures and realizes His re- 
demptive purpose generation after gen- 
eration. 

“Section 4. This church accepts the 
Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athana- 


sian creeds as true declarations of the. 


faith of the Church. 

“Section 5. This church accepts the 
Unaltered Augsburg Confession and 
Luther’s Small Catechism as true wit- 
nesses to the Gospel, and acknowledges 
as one with it in faith and doctrine all 
churches that likewise accept the teach- 
ings of these symbols. 

“Section 6. This church accepts the 
other symbolic books of the evangelical 
Lutheran church, the Apology of the 
Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald 
Articles, Luther’s Large Catechism, and 
the Formula of Concord as further 
valid interpretations of the confession 
of the Church. 

“Section 7. This church affirms the 
Gospel transmitted by the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to which the creeds and confes- 
sions bear witness, is the true treasure 
of the Church, the substance of its pro- 
clamation, and the basis of its unity and 
continuity. The Holy Spirit uses the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the 
administration of the Sacraments to 
create and sustain Christian faith and 
fellowship. As this occurs, the Church 
fulfills its divine mission and purpose.” 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WiTNESS or of Synod. The Editors 
Teserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Teachers and Congregational Duties 


Teach School — That’s All? 


It is my understanding of the Christian 
life. that everything I call my own is 
a gift from God to be used to glorify His 
name and adorn the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. Certainly this 
would be most obviously true in the area 
of specific congregational work. In other 
words, if I have the opportunity and the 
ability, I may not scorn the lowliest task 
of sweeping out the church building or 
the higher task of speaking a Gospel 
word — even as our Lord Himself took 
children on His lap, bathed dusty feet, 
preached to thousands, and touched the 
leprous in love and pity. 

But do I sometimes detect a different 
attitude in some of our “professional” 
church workers? For example, one occa- 
sionally finds a parochial school teacher 
who makes it known in no uncertain terms 
that she: (or he!) will accept no other tasks 
in the congregation — the classroom work 
is the absolute limit. “I will not make 
calls —I will not teach Sunday school — 
I will not take part in the LWML work, 
Gig 


I cannot believe the explanation that 
such an attitude is actually encouraged in 
our teachers colleges; although some 
teachers defend themselves by maintaining 
that this is what their professors really ad- 
vise. 

Perhaps such an attitude is defensible. 
Or perhaps my observations have been 
wrong. Can anyone clarify the matter? 


(Name withheld by request) 


Teachers’ Parish Consciousness 


No doubt parochial school teachers in 
general accept the view of Christian life 
which is proposed in the first paragraph 
above. 


That ‘“‘one occasionally finds a parochial 
school teacher” who insists on limiting his 
services to the classroom is not only pos- 
sible, but it is to be expected in a group 
of 5,000 teachers. This attitude is de- 
fensible only when there are extenuating 
circumstances. Health might be one of 
these. Or a married woman teacher may 
not have the time or strength to do any 
more. The teacher shortage compels con- 
gregations to employ some teachers of 
whom no more than classroom work can 
be reasonably expected. But in such cases 
limitation of activities should be part of 
the arrangements which are made before 
the teacher takes over. 


Under normal conditions a _ teacher 
should not only be willing to take on 
additional duties if asked; he should volun- 
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teer if not asked. And most of them do. 
Unwillingness on the part of some to as- 
sume additional duties may be a reaction 
to the tendency in some congregations to 
expect too much of a teacher. 


That the attitude described in the “Pro” 
column should be inculcated in our teach- 
ers colleges is unthinkable. The teachers 
colleges try hard to instill a parish con- 
sciousness and to prepare teachers to be- 
come consecrated and versatile parish 
workers. An unwilling teacher should be 
asked to cite chapter and verse when he 
blames his college. 


The Board for Parish Education report 
to the San Francisco convention states the 
normal and ideal situation: “Ordinarily 
a teacher should be more than a school- 
teacher; he should also be a general parish 
worker within the limits of his time and 
ability. Ordinarily each teacher should 
have at least one congregational duty that 
keeps him in close contact with young 
people or adults. This adds to the teacher’s 
usefulness, to his stature in the congrega- 
tion, and to the satisfaction derived from 
his work. 


“We believe also that our women teach- 
ers could perform many of the duties 
performed in some cases by a special 
parish worker. However, to achieve this 
ideal will require that they be engaged for 
twelve months, rather than for nine, ten, 
or eleven months, as is the practice in 
many congregations. The board of educa- 
tion and the staff should discuss these 
matters frankly with a view to serving 
the spiritual and educational needs of the 
congregation most effectively. Two ex- 
tremes should be avoided: (1) providing 
too little responsibility outside the school; 
(2) so overburdening a teacher with extra 
school duties that they hinder his primary 
work. This applies to both men and 
women teachers.” 


The responsibility for utilizing a teach- 
er’s time and ability belongs both to the 
teacher and to the congregation which he 
serves. Local boards of education, in con- 
sultation with the teachers, should study 
the needs of leadership in the parish pro- 
gram with a view to achieving (a) best 
use of the teachers’ talents in the congre- 
gation’s total program of education; (b) an 
equitable distribution of tasks to be per- 
formed (so that each teacher achieves his 
full potential yet none is overburdened to 
the detriment of his school tasks). 

Both congregations and teachers will be 
surprised how quickly problems disappear 
when reasonable people sit down together 
to find God-pleasing answers. 


Won. A. KRAMER 
Associate Secretary of Schools 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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The Glorified Errand Boy 


“Billy, will you empty the wastebas- 
kets for me?” asked Betty as her 10- 
year-old son came bursting in the door 
after school. 

“Now?” gasped Billy with evident 
frustration. 

“Well, can you think of a better 
time?” replied Betty. 

“Sure, later!” he responded. “The 
kids are waiting for me to play ball with 
them now.” 

“I think they'll get along without you 
for a few minutes,” said Betty. There 
was a firmness in her voice which told 
her son that she meant business. 

When he hesitated for a moment, 
wondering whether to argue or to go 
ahead and get the whole unpleasant 
thing over, she added, “If you had done 
them this morning before school as you 
were supposed to, you wouldn’t have 
to do them now.” 

That made the decision easier. In 
a flash the baskets were emptied into 
the rubbish barrel back of the garage 
and returned to their places in the 
house. 

“One more thing, Billy,” said Betty 
in a very kind tone of voice. “I know 
you want to play ball, but would you 
mind running over to the store and get- 
ting some apples? I want to bake a pie 
for supper.” 

This was adding insult to injury. 
“Aw, Mom,” Billy protested. “Doesn’t 
anybody care what I want to do? It 
seems to me that I am just a glorified 
errand boy around this house!” 

“What a magnificent title!” exclaimed 
Betty, trying to turn his complaint into 
a compliment. “A glorified errand boy! 
I guess that does describe you pretty 
well. 

“You know, God has put us together 
as a family. We live together, love one 
another, and work together, each doing 
what he can do best. With those swift 
legs of yours just bursting with energy, 
you can run errands faster than any- 
body else around here. Many things 
you can’t do at your age, but this is 
one service you can do for your family. 
And if you do it for God, there is some- 
thing glorious about it. A glorified er- 
rand boy! What a fitting title!” 

“You sure make it sound good,” said 
Billy, smiling. “Where’s the money for 
the apples?” BZA; Ke 
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WARNING! 


Sunday School Can Ruin Your Life... 


If your children start attending, they may insist that you go along... . From 
then on all sorts of things may happen to upset your easygoing ways. « « « 


By Joan Miller 


Have you been looking forward to 
that bright morning when you can send 
your little child to Sunday school? 
Sounds wonderful, doesn’t it — a whole 
hour of Sabbath peace all to yourself. 
Time for a little snooze on the daven- 
port, a second cup of coffee, a leisurely 
look at the Sunday paper. And you 
get all this for a dime, since Sunday 
school collection boxes —like daisies 
— won't tell. 

But wait, before you kiss your child’s 
scrubbed and shining face farewell, 
you'd better consider the dangers in- 
volved. After having enrolled my four- 
and five-year-olds last fall, I can assure 
you that the perils of Pauline were 
nothing by comparison. 

In the first place, you'll soon discover 
that your Sunday mornings will be 
about as restful as the county fair. 
The children will be so excited at the 
thought of going somewhere, they'll 
rise from their beds at the first rooster’s 
crow. Then the demands for a fresh 
shirt, clean handkerchiefs, and Sunday 
shoes begin. By the time the children 
are dressed in their best clothes, they’re 
ravenously hungry, and so are you. 
This calls for all the fuss of a full- 
scale breakfast instead of your usual 
sweet roll and juice. 


But the children are finally on their 
way. Then comes your long-awaited 
hour of peace. Aha! You may enjoy 
that second cup of coffee for a Sunday 
or two, but then you'll fall headlong 
into the trap. At first your child will 
invite you to come along to Sunday 
school just as. a visitor. This sounds 
harmless enough, but wait till you see 
what a teacher shortage there is in the 
primary department. Your conscience 
will begin to vibrate, and next thing 
you know you'll find yourself offering 
your services. 

From that moment on, you as well 
as your children will be a regular on 
Sunday mornings. And since everyone 
in the family except father is going to 
Sunday school, he gets pressured into 
coming along too, to join the adult 
Bible class. So there’s your Sunday 
morning absolutely ruined. 


Reprinted from The Lutheran (ULCA) 
by permission of the publisher. 
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‘into teaching a class yourself, you'll 


And what happens to your Saturday’ 
nights? You'll find that you just can’t 
have a real night out and get up the} 
next morning in time for Sunday school.. 
You won’t be able to survive the rigors: 
of Sunday morning anyway unless you! 
get yourself home by the stroke of: 
twelve Saturday night. So if you like: 
to get a few kicks out of life and have: 
a little fun, Sunday school isn’t for you. . 

But if you deplore the loss of your’ 
Saturday nights and Sunday mornings, , 
listen to this. Sunday school can clut-: 
ter up your whole week! First there: 
are all the little details to take care of, 
such as getting Sunday clothes starched 
and pressed. And then you have to 
find time somehow to read the children 
their Sunday school lesson and teach 
them their memory verse. 


All sorts of special projects come up 
too. You'll find yourself giving up. 
precious hours every week helping to 
make favors for crippled children at 
the hospital, packing boxes for Indian 
orphans, making calls in the neighbor- 
hood trying to round up more children 
for the Sunday school. 


And then, once you’ve been tricked 


have to attend teachers’ meetings, pre- 
pare lessons, and so forth. You'll find 
little time left for coffee breaks with 
the neighbors and those good, long 
talks on the telephone. (Of course, 
you might make some new friends at 
Sunday school who are amazingly de- 
cent, once you get to know them.) 

Sunday school led us into still an- 
other trap that takes both our money 
and time. The children came home one 
day saying that their teacher told them 
that every Christian family should have 
daily devotions together. So we now 
begin each day with a devotional period 
at the breakfast table. 

I can’t complain too much about the © 
cost of a hymnbook and a collection 
of Bible stories, of course, but the 
time these devotions consume is truly 
frightening. When I think of the let- 
ters I could write, the magazines I could 
read, and the neighbors I could chat — 
with in that fifteen minutes every day, 

I get quite upset. The children seem 
to enjoy this part of the day immensely, 
however. The other morning I heard | 
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my husband muttering something about 
our “improved family life,” whatever 
he meant by that. 


And then someday you'll realize that 
your comfortable, slightly smug attitude 
toward life is disappearing too. The 
easy answers you had for every question 
just won’t do any more, thanks to Sun- 
day school. All week long your chil- 
dren will bring up things that they 
heard Sunday morning and ask you 
questions that no parent should ever be 
expected to answer. 

“Why did God let Jimmy’s mother 
die? How come God doesn’t give me 
what I prayed for?” Disturbing ques- 
tions that make you think. You might 
even be driven to reading the Bible 
yourself and praying for a bit of en- 
lightenment on various questions. 

Also, Pve been noticing lately that 
the children tend to watch me closely 
and sometimes make impertinent com- 
ments on my behavior. They seem to 
feel that the texts they learn in Sunday 
school apply to adults. It makes me 
feel uncomfortable and edgy, as if 
someone’s looking over my shoulder. 


Take the other day, for instance, 
when the dog next door dug up my 
tomato plants. I stomped over to Mrs. 
Taylor’s house, of course, and told her 
what I thought of her and her dog. 
My five-year-old son followed close be- 
hind me and listened to my speech. 

Then he pulled on my apron, and 
right in front of Mrs. Taylor he said, 
“Say, Mommie, do you love your neigh- 
bor as yourself?” I was mortified. Now 
[ find I have to check myself (at least 
in front of the children) when I feel 
like blowing off a little steam. 

Another dangerous aspect of Sunday 
school is what it does to the pocketbook. 
I’ve always tried to teach my children 
the value of a dollar and encouraged 
them to put aside something for a rainy 
day. But since they’ve started Sunday 
school, the children are always shaking 
money out of their piggy banks for 
some cause or another. 

If they see a film about some under- 
privileged children, they want to send 
money for shoes. And so it goes. 
[ don’t know what’s going to become 
of us all if we don’t look after our- 
selves first. I sometimes wonder if 
we'll ever get our second car paid for. 

If I didn’t have to rush off to teach- 
ers’ meeting now, I might have time 
to tell you about all the other little 
ways Sunday school can ruin your life. 
Frankly, I have so much else on my 
mind and heart these days that I don’t 
think about the dangers much any 
more. But I must admit, if your expe- 
rience is like mine, you'll find even- 
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tually that your children and everyone 
else will expect all sorts of outrageous 
things from you. And you yourself will 
begin to feel that everything you do 
is perhaps a manifestation of your re- 
lationship to God. 


So if you’re just a decent sort of 
person who likes to run his own life 
and have a little time and money for 
himself and his family, take heed. Cling 
to your rights. Let God go His way, 
and you go your own. And don’t ever 
send your child to Sunday school, for 
Sunday school (with the help of God) 
might ruin your whole way of life and 
make you into a new creature in Christ. 


Books 


Conquers in New Guinea. 
C. Frerichs. Wartburg 


Anutu 
IN 
Columbus, Ohio. 272 pages. 


aie 
$ 1.25. 


Anutu is the name the Papuans of the 
New Guinea coast have learned to call the 
Christian God. In this inspiring story of 
how the Holy Spirit is winning a Lutheran 
church of more than 160,000 members, 
readers will find the chapters on New 
Guinea customs and primitive religious 
beliefs especially engrossing. Brief ref- 
erence is also made to The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod mission on the 
Western Highlands. 

W. J. DANKER 


To Plow with Hope. By Donald K. Faris. 
Harper & Bros., New York, N. Y. 
223 pages. $3.75. 


This book about “the hungry billion” 
should be required reading for every 
Christian in the West. Not because the 
survival of our free way of life is at stake, 
not because our nation cannot long con- 
tinue as an island of plenty in an ocean 
of want, but because Christians are the 
kind of people who for Christ’s sake want 
to meet human need, whether spiritual or 
physical. Here is a guide to world citi- 
zenship and concern with all the facts and 
figures and the human drama of people 
in a million villages struggling to escape 
from poverty, disease, illiteracy, and an 


untimely death. W. J. DANKER 


Share My Pleasant Stones. By Eugenia 
Price. Zondervan Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids. 384 pages. $3.00. 


Daily devotions from the colorful pen 
of a beloved radio personality and col- 
umnist. Not everyone will like her style, 
but those who do will find delightful in- 
struction and refreshment in these “differ- 
ent” devotions. 

The “pleasant stones” are the gems 
mentioned in Isaiah 54:11,12, which 
border and wall off the Christian’s oft 
“afflicted, tossed with tempest” pilgrimage 
this imagery by 


way. She carries out 

grouping the devotions under “Clear 
Stones” (clear away confusion), “Red 
Stones” (speak of God's love), “Blue 
Stones” (build faith), ‘Purple Stones” 
(give answers to suffering), “Green 
Stones” (give reasons to praise), and 
“Many-Colored Stones” (verses often 


passed by). 
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Deaths 


GEorGE M. Boyer, Feb. 25, 1904, Lan- 
sing, Mich., to Feb. 22, 1959, Grey Eagle, 
Minn.; son of Irvin and Ida King Boyer; 
graduated St. Louis seminary, 1928; par- 
ishes: Redby, Duluth, Aitkin, Campbell, 
Grey Eagle-Upsala, Minn. Survivors: Lu- 
cille Pollard Boyer; son Michael; daughter 
Mary. Funeral: Feb. 26, Grey Eagle; in- 
terment, Aitkin. 


FRANK E. BREDEMEIER, May 23, 
Minden, Nebr., to March 4, 1959, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; son of August and Wilhel- 
mine Knoblauch Bredemeier; graduated 
Addison teachers college, 1901; schools: 
Lincoln, Nebr.; Fort Wayne, Ind., 1901 
to 1936, when he retired. Survivors: Otti- 
lie Mueller Bredemeier; son Prof. Herbert. 
Funeral: March 6, Fort Wayne; interment, 
Concordia Cemetery. 


1881, 


ARMAND K. Graf, Sept. 14, 1909, Fair- 
view, Kans., to May 5, 1959, Kemmerer, 
Wyo.; son of William and Anna Dieren- 
feld Graf; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1934; parishes: New Haven, Mo.; Venedy, 
Ill.; missionary in India, 1945—59; man- 
ager, Concordia High School, Vadakangu- 
lam, India, 1956—59. Funeral: May 10, 
Fredonia, Wis. 


GEORGE K. HEILMAN, Oct. 6, 1890, Lim- 
bach, Saxony, Germany, to Feb. 19, 1959, 
Milwaukee, Wis.; son of Gustav and Mar- 
tha Eckhardt Heilman; graduated Spring- 
field seminary, 1917; parishes: Scobey, 
Dooley, Mont.; Golden Valley, N. Dak.; 
Greenwood, Wis., 1925—47, when he re- 
tired. Survivors: Lillie Boecher Heilman; 
daughters Anita Duschak, Hertha Wege, 
Lenore Melius. Funeral: Feb. 23, Mil- 
waukee; interment, Graceland Cemetery. 


GiLMorE A. LUECK, Nov. 13, 1914, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., to May 17, 1959, Strasburg, 
Ill.; son of Arthur and Amanda Heller 
Lueck; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1939; 
parishes: Washington, D. C.; Island Grove, 
Strasburg, Ill., 1946—59. Vice-President, 
Central [linois District. Survivors: Viola 
Meyer Lueck; sons Douglas, John, Dwayne; 
daughter Marie. Funeral: May 20, Stras- 
burg; interment, Hill Point, Wis. 


MarTIN MENCKE, Aug. 26, 1886, Stover, 
Mo., to March 15, 1959, Milwaukee, Wis.; 
son of Otto and Josephine Gotsch Mencke; 
graduated St. Louis seminary, 1910; par- 
ishes: Winnipeg, Sask., Can.; Arlington, 
Milwaukee, Wis., 1924—56, when he re- 
tired. Vice-President, South Wisconsin 
District. Survivors: Bertha Keiner 
Mencke; daughters Valeria Pung, Mildred 
Kroll, Dolores Sherwood, Lois Mueller. 
Funeral: March 18, Milwaukee; interment, 
Arlington Cemetery. 


GeEorGE C. MoELLER, Aug. 8, 1867, 
Rock Island, Ill., to March 31, 1959, 
St. Louis, Mo.; son of John and Augusta 
Fathauer Moeller; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1890; parishes: Cole Camp, 
Corder, Mo.; Lincoln, Nebr.; Palmyra, 
Mo., 1921—1941, when he retired. Sur- 
vivors: son Herbert; daughters Alma 
Wouterse, Esther Emshoff, Ruth, Miriam. 
Funeral: April 3, St. Louis; interment, 
Pilgrim’s Rest Cemetery. 


WILLIAM F. MOogLLER, Feb. 5, 1874, 
Hanover, Germany, to Nov. 20, 1958, 
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Lafayette, Ind.; son of Heinrich and Chris- 
tine Schwake Moeller; graduated Addison 
teachers college, 1892; schools: Corunna, 
Ind.; Merrill, Wis., 1898—1913; Lafayette, 
Ind., 1913—49, when he retired. Survi- 
vors: Mathilda Bechberger Moeller; daugh- 
ters Ruth Jahnke, Esther Brudi, Charlotte 
Stitz. Funeral: Lafayette. 


Aucust W. NEHRENZ, Sept. 29, 1877, 
Cleveland, Ohio, to March 31, 1959, Glen- 
dale, N. Y.; son of Frederick and Fred- 
ericka Lorenz Nehrenz; graduated Addison 
teachers college, 1897; schools: Manhat- 
tan, Glendale, N. Y., where he was also 
organist and choir director, 1907—46. 
Survivors: Anna Tobaben Nehrenz; son 
William. Funeral: April 2, Glendale; in- 
terment, Lutheran Cemetery. 


ApoLtpH L. OgTJeN, April 24, 1874, 
Monticello, Iowa, to April 15, 1959, Blue 
Earth, Minn.; son of John and Augusta 
Borman Oetjen; graduated St. Louis semi- 
nary, 1897. Parishes: Waubay, S. Dak.; 
Blue Earth, St. Paul, Howard Lake, Minn.; 
Roselle, Joliet, Ill. Survivors: Pauline 
Matthews Oetjen; son Otto; daughter Irma 
Merryweather. Funeral: April 18, Blue 
Earth; interment, Good Thunder, Minn. 


PauL REUTER, Jan. 24, 1879, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, S. A., to April 29, 1959, 
Reedsburg, Wis.; son of Carlos and Luise 
Dahling Reuter; graduated St. Louis semi- 
nary, 1900; M. A., University of Nebraska, 
1943; parishes: Utica, Gresham, Nebr.; 
Port Washington, Wis.; chair of music, 
Seward teachers college, 1908—49, when 
he retired. Survivors: Elsa Meyer Reuter; 
sons Robert, Rev. Paul, Jr.; daughters 
Ruth Wirth, Margaret Pospishil, Charlotte 
Peltzer, Elizabeth Usher, Guimar Barth. 
Funeral: May 1, Reedsburg; interment, 
St. Peter’s Cemetery. 


Hans M. Zorn, Dec. 26, 1873, Podo- 
kattai, India, to March 22, 1959, Indian- 
apolis, Ind.; son of Carl and Marie 
Hengstenberg Zorn; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1894; D. D., 1943; parishes: 
Van Wert, Columbus, South Euclid, Ohio; 
Indianapolis, 1922—46, when he retired. 
Member, Synod’s Board for Foreign Mis- 
sions; secretary, Central District; secretary, 
Synodical Conference. Survivors: sons 
Paul, Revs. Carl, Kurt, Robert; daughters 
Marie, Ruth Kuhlman, Gretchen Fahr- 
bach, Gertrude Brunke. Funeral: March 
25, Indianapolis; interment, Concordia 
Cemetery. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Nissen, Norman, as institutional chaplain, in 
Messiah, St. Louis, Mo., by George W. Witt- 
mer, May 17. 


Installed: aT ORS 


Am_End, Victor, St.John, New Germany, 
Minn., by E. F. Schroeder, May 17. 

Brenner, C. P., as associate pastor, Trinity, 
Rochester, Minn., by Walter W. Eifert, 
May 17. 

Brockopp, Elroy D., St. James, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., by R. J. Scholz, May 17. 

Degenhardt, Waiter, Immanuel, Charlottes- 
ville, Va., by Karl H. Maier, May 17. 

Dorre, Walter E., as Mission Counselor for 
South America, in St.Paul, Fort Worth, 
fex.; by C. T. Spitz, Jx., March 8. 


pipe 


Guebert, Lowell L., St. Paul, Saskatoon, Sask., 
Can., by John H. Ulmer, May 17. 

Gussick, Robert F., as Mission Counselor for 
Caribbean area, in Luther Memorial, Shore- 
wood, Wis., by A. H. Haake, Nov. 14, 1958. 


Jeschke, Edward K., Grace, Hop Bottom, Pa., 


by Clarence L. Roth, April 5. 


Kauffeld, Paul M., St. John, Crete, Nebr., by | 


Wm. J. Roesler, May 10. 

Misner, Lary G., Peace, Decatur, Ga., by Ted 
D. Westermann, May 10. 

Raabe, Robert M., as missionary in Grace, 
Streamwood, Ill, by Theo. Bornemann, 
Jan. 18. 

Rast, Walter E., Savior, Bedford, Mass., by 
Arthur H. Block, May 17. ‘ 

Spatzek, Carlton C., Bethlehem, Morristown, 
Minn., by G. W. Malling, May 10. 

Stwenkel, Omar, Zion, Fairbanks, Alaska, by 
Carl H. Bensene, May 3. 


ER 
Installed: nore 


Jedele, Charles, Immanuel, Bremen, Kans., by 
Richard E. Hasz, May 17. 


LAY WORKERS 
Commissioned: 

Redeker, Eunice, as teacher in New Guinea, 
in Hope, Levittown, Pa., by Herman H. 
Koppelmann, May 24. 3 : 

Simonson, Anita, as nurse in New Guinea, in 
Beautiful Savior, Minneapolis, Minn., by 
Herman H. Koppelmann, May 17. 


Official Notices 


Rev. John Simon of Medford, Oreg., has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit No.1 to suc- 
ceed Rev. E. Paul Riedel, who accepted a call 
into another circuit.— Cart H. BENSENE, 


President, Northwest District. 


Rev. Erich Oelschlaeger, St. Charles, Mo., 
has been appointed Visitor of the St. Charles 
Circuit, to succeed Rev. Sylvester von Toerne, 
who moved to another circuit. — GEORGE 
Witrmer, President, Western District. 


Requests for Colloquy 


Donald Kierstead, at present teaching in 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, LaPorte, Ind., 
has requested a colloquy to enter the teaching 
ministry of our church. — OTTomMaR KRUEGER, 
President, Central District. 


William R. Wolfram, Moorhead, Minn., hav- 
ing submitted the necessary preliminary docu- 
ments, requests a colloquy for the teaching 
profession of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. — Ernst H. StTaHuLKE, President, Min- 
nesota District. 


Alfred R. Roth, assistant professor at Con- 
cordia College, Portland, Oreg., has applied 
for a colloquy to qualify as a called teacher 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. 
— Cart H. BENSENE, President, Northwest Dis- 
trict. 


Call Accepted 


Dr. W. C. Dukewits, Winfield, Kans., has 
accepted the call as associate professor ‘in 
religion at St. John’s College. — Lro J. FENSKE, 
Secretary, Board of Control. 


Nominations 


For Associate Professorship 
In Religion and Social Studies 
Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Rev. Norris C. Crook, Elyria, Ohio, by Saint 
Peter, East Detroit, Mich.; Trinity, Warren, 
Mich. 

Prof. Paul T. Dietz, Milwaukee, Wis.: Imman- 
uel, Milwaukee; Mount Calvary, Milwau- 
kee; Our Redeemer, Wauwatosa, Wis.; Saint 
Stephen, Milwaukee. 

Rev. Martin J. Hasz, Bridgeton, N. J.: Trinity, 
Carneys Point, N. J. 

Rev. John F. Johnson, Milwaukee: 
West Allis, Wis. 

Rev. Paul M. Kavasch, Pittsburgh, Pa.: Trin- 
ity, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Rev. Woodrow Kurth, Pittsburg, Kans.: First 
Lutheran, Paola, Kans. 

Prof. Herbert T. Mayer, Milwaukee: Capitol 
Drive, Milwaukee; Chapel of the Cross, Mil- 
waukee; Faith, Milwaukee; Luther Me- 
morial, Shorewood, Wis.; Mount Calvary, 
Milwaukee; St.John, Milwaukee; Saint 
Siphe: Milwaukee; Trinity, Pittsburgh, 

a 


St. Paul, 


Rev. Stephen G. Mazak, Cudahy, Wis.: Im- 
manuel, Brookfield, Wis.; Pilgrim, Wauwa- 
tosa, Wis. 


Correspondence regarding these candidates 
should be addressed to the undersigned within 
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three weeks of publication of this notice. |, 
Rev. Fetrx Kretzscumar, Secretary, Board 
Control, 2664 N. 68th St., Wauwatosa 13, 


Application for Admission 
to Summer School 
Concordia Teachers College 
River Forest, Tl. 


Students planning to attend any of th 
sessions of the summer school should seé 
admission by formal application and not risi 
disappointment by appearing at the school G 
a registration date only to find courses closé 
or dormitory space unavailable — M. 
KOEHNEKE, President. 


Fiscal Conference 


The Fiscal Conference of The Luther 
Church — Missouri Synod will meet Aug. 1] 
and 13 at Concordia Teachers College, Rive 
Forest, Ill. — Oriver R. Harms, Chairman. 


Notices 


Pastors attending the Workshop on Preac 
ing at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, July 
to 17, are asked to bring with them severe 
manuscripts, and a tape recording of thei 
past preaching; and to be familiar with th) 
interpretation of Acts 16:16-32. Registration 
for this workshop is still open. — RicHarp 
CAEMMERER. 


Lutheran services will be conducted every 
Sunday at 9 A.M. from July 5 through 
Sept. 6 in the United Brethren church in Eas 
Wareham, Mass. The church is on Depot St- 
2 blocks off Routes 6 and 28, in the Cape Coc 
area. Watch for signs on the highway. 
Rev. Epwarp L. STREBE. 


Vacationers in the Coeur D’Alene, Idaho 
resort area are invited to worship at Chris3 
the King Lutheran Church (17th and Penn- 
sylvania), Coeur D’Alene. Services at 8 ane 
10:30 A. M.; Sunday school, 9:15 A. M. — REv/ 
NatHan LOEsScH. 


Persons vacationing or traveling in or near 
the Adirondack Mountains in upper New Yorlc 
State are invited to outdoor services con- 
ducted under Lutheran auspices at Fish Creeks 


Services, beginning at 11 A. M., will continu 
through August. — M. CHartEes GrotH, Vicar, 
Plattsburgh, New York. 


During July and August, Ascension Church 
will conduct 8 A.M. Sunday services at the 
Crest Drive-in Theater on U.S. 16, three miles 
east of East Lansing, Mich. — Rev. GErorGE 
W. E. Nicketssure, Sr., 5190 Park Lake Rd., 
East Lansing, Mich. 


padteks: Changes of Address 


Burgdorf, Herbert, em., 604 Second St., 
N. W., Faribault, Minn. 3} 

Gebauer, Egon W., 1115 ‘‘U” St., Fresno 21, 
Calif. ' 

Hoelter, Theo. E., 301 Maryland Parkway, . 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Kentel, Murvyn R., 1033 Victoria Ave., Re- | 
gina, Sask., Can. 

Kerekes, Robert S., 9100 W. Ninth, Wichita 
12, Kans. 

Klemz, Roger E., 4801 Press Dr., New Or- 
leans 26, La. 

Kramer, David J., Evansville, Il. 

Krugler, Richard A., 123 W. Church Ave., 
Reed City, Mich. 

Lapp, Orlen W., 871 Vimy St., North Bay, 
Ont., Can. 

Moellering, Herman C., em., 501 S. 68th St., 
Omaha 6, Nebr. 

Ressel, Chap. (Lt. Col.) Delvin E., Office of 
Command Chaplain, Hq. ADC, Ent Air 
Force Base, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Rosnau, Paul O., 431 E. Ackard, San An- 
tonio 21, Tex. 

Schrank, Robert J., Apartado Postal 234, 
Antigua, Guatemala, C. A. 

Staake, Bernard E., 302 West “B,” Ogallala, 
Nebr. 

Wadewitz, Werner K., c.r.m., 6330 South- 

woe Ave., Clayton 5, Mo. 
ingo, Chap. Arthur W., 72 Air Base Gr 
APO 845, New York, N.Y. 

Winter, Alfred F., c.r.m., 651A W. Canter- 

: bury, St. Louis 24, Mo. 
uberbier, Adolph A., em., 339 S i b 
Needles, Calif. an 


Teachers: 


Halter, Clifford A., 816 W. , 

Kirkwood 22, Mo. Woodbine Ave., 

Komarchuk, Andrew W., 147-27 1 
Whitestone 57, L.I., N. Y. 7th Road, 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Letters 


“Even Among Christians” 


The LUTHERAN WITNEss of May 19 
(Pp. 6) contained a timely and informative 
rticle on “What Can the Church Do 
About Integration?” The article covered 
every phase of this very important ques- 
jon of the day. Even among Christians 
s the deep-seated prejudice against the 
-olored race. In the same issue (p. 3) 
ippeared the item concerning a statement 
sf policy on integration of St. Trinity 
Shurch, St. Louis. May other Lu- 
heran churches go on record the same 
vay. 


St. Louis, Mo. Harry KELLE 


Just a line of commendation on an out- 
spoken and Christian stand on race rela- 
ions. It was overdue, but it came, and the 
dea of naming examples in doing it is 
faluable too — better than argument. 


Wheaton, IIl. MarTIN P. SrMon 


Thank you, thank you, thank you! and 
ill praise and glory to God, whose Holy 
Spirit you have heeded in showing forth 
Shrist by your articles concerning inte- 
ration. I know God’s blessing will be 
ypon this witnessing so that others will 
n turn be guided and enlightened by the 
Joly Spirit. What more meaningful Pen- 
ecost commemoration could you have per- 
ormed? None! My church, after all, will 
10t be content to merely mouth the pre- 
ious doctrine she claims to represent; 
he will do battle for Christ and carry high 
he banner of Christian love. 


Los Angeles, Calif. .BeETTy HENSLER 


The forthrightness and frankness in the 
3aerwald article was refreshing and rep- 
esents the kind of article we need so 
nuch of in our Lutheran circles. You are 
iso to be congratulated in bringing the 
hree stories on integration to our Mis- 
ouri Synod public. The pictures on both 
yage | and page 2 took for granted that 
1 the human beings in the picture were 
1uman beings and none of them were 
alled attention to as “Negroes” or 
colored.” Through this Pentecost issue 
t seemed to me that the LUTHERAN WIT- 


Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The Opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 


who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


NESS was saying eloquently that the church 
of Jesus Christ is here to be concerned 
about all alike. 


Milwaukee, Wis. NORMAN BRANDT 


“Conspiracy Against Whites” 


In the May 19, 1959, issue the first thing 
you speak of is a bigger budget and larger 
membership. It seems to me that money 
and “Negro” go hand in hand in the eyes 
of the mercenary church. The church has 
found a new field of revenue in the black 
man. ... Cancel any subscription I might 
have coming, because I don’t care to be 
a part of this conspiracy against the white 
people. 

Francis L. REILLy, III 

New Orleans, La. 


The Singing Church? 


_ We have been referred to as the “sing- 
ing church.” But in the many churches of 
our Synod that I have visited you could 
hardly appreciate the singing. 

To me the reason for this lack of en- 
thusiasm in praising our Lord in song is 
quite apparent: the hymns. Out of the 
660 hymns in our hymnal I would say that 
there are only about 300 hymns our people 
really enjoy singing. I agree that words 
to all of our hymns are beautiful, but in 
trying to follow a difficult melody the 
words become meaningless. 

I once asked a minister why our hymnal 
didn’t contain more of the beloved hymns 
such as “The Old Rugged Cross,” “Break 
how sthe Bread -ot Wite; My Jesus, 
IPEOvem lL hecs as Ss Wween Houryoh, Prayer, 
“Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone,” and 
“He Leadeth Me.” He said there simply 
wasn’t enough space to include them all. 
Well, I know one solution — omit some 
that we now have. 

He also said that we would tire of these 
trite hymns with their simple melodies and 
words. But do you think we could ever 
tire of singing “Rock of Ages”? Or our 
children of singing “I Love to Tell the 
Story”? And could we ever tire of “Silent 
Night” at Christmas — or hearing a choir 
sing “Beautiful Savior’? 

Another argument I have heard is that 


“Lutheran Witness” 
Reaches 500,000 


For the first time in its history 
the LUTHERAN WITNESS circula- 
tion has gone beyond the 500,000 
mark with the issue dated June 2, 
1959. With promotion being car- 
ried on in several of our larger 
Districts, total distribution may 
reach a figure as high as 525,000 
before the close of the year. The 
WITNESS has a larger circulation 
than any other Lutheran paper in 
America. 

We want to express our deep 
appreciation for the excellent co- 
operation of Districts and congre- 
gations in helping us reach this 
record figure. 

O. A. DorN 


General Manager, CPH 


we must avoid sentimentality. But how 
do we draw the line here? What about 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee,” “I’m but 
a Stranger Here,” “Jesus, Lover of My 
Soul,” and “Abide with Me”? These “sen- 
timental” hymns are in our hymnal and, 
I might add, the favorites of many. 
Perhaps I am just a “voice in the wil- 
derness” — but not a lone one, I’m sure. 


Mrs. ELTEN SUNDAHL 
King City, Calif. 


“Soloist a Sorry Substitute” 


Having come to St. Louis to attend the 
funeral of a fellow Lutheran, I was per- 
plexed and disturbed, here as elsewhere, 
by the lack of congregational singing in 
the service. We have beautiful faith- 
strengthening, comforting hymns in our 
hymnal which are no longer used. Soon 
no one will know them or be blessed with 
their inspired sentiments. 

To have a soloist sing is a sorry sub- 
stitute for a congregation’s joining to fling 
into the teeth of death the Christian joy 
over a soul eternally redeemed. 


Missouri K. B. 


1909 class members held a reunion at the St. Louis seminary on commencement day, June 3. 


L.—t., first row: Seminary 


ss editor; Paul E. Seidler, Henry J. Eggold, Sr., 
Ber. Beye Otto Hattstaedt, Ernst K , ; Sc 
nann: third row: Ernst J. H. Duever, Emil L. Schwan, Theodore.Stiegemeyer, Henry Diederich, 


Of the 85 members who were at the seminary from 1906 to 1911 (some vicared), 


yin P. Beyer, N. Paul Uhlig, 


UNE 30, 1959 


President Alfred O. Fuerbringer (25); 


Walter F. Rolf, August J. Herbert, 
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Albert H. Teyler (’99), oldest graduate present; ] 
€ Fred A. Schwertfeger, Walter J. Plischke; 
Andrew Zeile, Herman A. Harms, Otto H. A. Hoe- 
Emil C. Hofius. 


20 are still in full-time church work. 


. Scharlemann, Rudolf Koch, Otto H. Schmidt, 


Lorenz F. Blankenbuehler (11), 
second row: Ed- 


23 


Meets the Problems and Questions of Teen-Agers and Young Adults 


FROM TEENS TO MARRIAGE 


By Reuben D. Behlmer 


Here is a book teen-agers and young adults will like. In clear, factual language 
Author Behlmer talks to young people about themselves and the people around 
them, about their school, religion, independence, problems, and future. Sex, love, 
and marriage are frankly discussed, and the young reader is firmly guided toward 
a successful Christian marriage. 

112 pages. Cloth. $1.95. No. 15W1237 


Spurs Teen-Agers to Read the Bible 


TEEN-AGER, THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO YOU 


Edited by Walter Riess 


Answers the teen-age question: “Where should I begin to read in the Bible?” 
TEEN-AGER, THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO YOU offers 43 Scripture readings 
selected by teen-agers themselves. Each reading is prefaced by a teen’s own words 

telling why it is his or her favorite. 
104 pages. Paper. $1.00. No. 12W2102 


TO ORDER: Order through your Church Office, Church Book Display, or write 
your name and address, circle books of your choice, and send this whole page 
with your check or money order to: 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


St. Louis 18, Missouri 


